
After seven years of living on the 
Fairview Slopes, Darren Barnfield 
thought it was time for a larger place —
and a little more peace and quiet. He 
found it in a place you might not expect: 
at Cressey’s new Mercer development, 
just a few minutes from some of the bu-
siest SkyTrain stations in Vancouver.

“I liked being on Broadway and Oak, 
but it is noisy,” said Barnfield, a clinical 
head nurse at St. Paul’s Hospital.

“Broadway is a busy street. Mercer is 
close enough to the action, but is a bit 
quieter. I stood outside multiple times 
through different days before I pur-
chased to see how noisy SkyTrain would 
be and if it would bother me. You can’t 
really even hear it.”
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‘Little things’ big perks at Mercer project

Condo units will have exterior entrances and face private interior courtyard
MICHAEL BERNARD

SPECIAL TO THE SUN

In some units with dens at Mer cer by Cressey, 
glass doors can be used to separate the den from 
the master bedroom while still providing access 
to the den through a separate door, at top. A sto-
rage space off the main entry in the Mercer show
home doubles as a laundr y room, bottom left, 
while a wall oven, microwave and refrigerator
feature in a sleek  cluster, bottom right, max-
imizing space in the kitchen.
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Mercer by Cressey is a new development at
Commercial and Vict oria, set to open in  the 
spring.
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Barnfield looks forward to moving 
from his 540-square-foot condo into a 
750-square-foot one-bedroom unit at 
Mercer later this year.

He is typical of the demographic that 
is drawn to Mercer, located in Van-
couver’s well-established Cedar Cottage 
neighbourhood, said Jason Turcotte, 
Cressey’s vice-president of development.

Cressey had already learned how 
popular the area is when it opened its 
Porter rental development to droves of 
tenants in early 2013. Not surprisingly, 
Cressey has increased its investment in 
the area by retaining ownership of 11 
rental units within Mercer.

“It is definitely a neighbourhood with 
a very established community feel to it,” 
Turcotte said. “People who live in the 
neighbourhood are proud and passionate 
about living there.”

The building, flatiron-like in shape, 
has several features that set it apart 
from more typical condo developments. 
For one, each unit has its own exterior 
door along covered exterior walkways, a 
contrast to the usual front lobby en-
trance. The design allows for another 
distinctive feature: an abundance of nat-
ural light enters through both the front 
windows and the doors, which are 
equipped with three translucent hori-
zontal panels, and through the balcony 
or patio doors at the other end of each 
unit.

Barnfield is particularly pleased with 
another feature Mercer provides: a resi-
dents-only interior courtyard onto which 
all units face. One area of the courtyard 
is dedicated to social activities, including 
a built-in bocce court, and a barbecue 
area with covered table and seating.

Another separated area, lushly 
landscaped with native plants, provides a 
quieter retreat for reading a book or 
having a cup of tea. There are some 
pleasing touches to the feature, including 
full-height trees that rise through colum-
nar spaces.

“It’s beautiful,” Barnfield said, 
describing the architect’s concept draw-
ings of the courtyard. “I can see going 
there and playing bocce ball.

“It will be a bit social and a chance to 
get to know your neighbours. My current 
building doesn’t have a communal area 
where you can have a barbecue.”

Inside, the spaces are designed to be 
efficient with no wasted space. All units 
come with a storage space off the main 
entry that doubles as a laundry room 
with Whirlpool stacking washers and 
dryers. Eight of Mercer’s 10 layouts fea-
ture a bathroom on the other side of the 
entry hallway, while the two layouts have 
a den or bedroom opposite the storage-
laundry room.

One of Mercer’s highlights is the Cres-
sey kitchen, a popular proprietary design 
that maximizes space by locating wall 
ovens, microwaves and 90-centimetre 
french-door-style refrigerators on peri-
meter walls. All kitchens come equipped 
with five-burner gas cooktops and stain-
lesssteel appliances. Wall ovens and 
microwaves are placed at a comfortable 
waist and shoulder height, respectively.

The quartz countertops afford enough 
space to place dirty dishes on top and to 
slide three tall stools underneath. Inte-
grated cabinetry is sleek with a wood-
grain finish that complements the white 
countertops and upper cupboards.

Kitchens also feature a pull-outstyle 
vent over the cooktop and a garburator. 
Two-bedroom units come equipped with 
an area for a computer station or desk 
niche in the kitchen areas.

In some units with dens, a series of 
telescoping glass doors can be pulled to 
separate the den from the master bed-
room, while still providing access to the 
den through a separate door. Those dens 
also have their own baseboard heating.

Bathrooms have stone countertops, 
complemented by laminate woodgrain 

vanities.

Bathroom walls are clad in vertical 
tiles and a nice luxury touch is in-floor 
heating in the main bath in one-bedroom 
homes and also in the ensuite in two-
bedroom units.

Sales manager Richard Alvarez 
pointed out some other thoughtful touch-
es.

“There are potted lights behind the 
curtain showers so you are not sho-
wering in the dark,” he said, “and there 
are blackout blinds in the bedrooms. We 
find a lot of our buyers appreciate the 
little things.”

Flooring is wood laminate throughout, 
appealing to a crowd that prefers area 
carpets to wall-to-wall. Two-bedroom 
suites have walk-in closets.

In addition to being located between 
the Nanaimo and Broadway SkyTrain 
stations, Mercer boasts its own neigh-
bourhood amenities, starting with the 
nearby Commercial Street Cafe, a dog 
salon and leather goods shop, and room 
on the ground floor for 5,000 square feet 
of other retail shops.

It’s easy to see why the area is pop-
ular with the locals.

In addition to being at the south end 
of the trendy Commercial Drive, Mercer 
owners have an easy walk to John 
Hendry Park and off-leash dog park, the 
nearby seasonal public farmers’ market, 
and the Trout Lake Community Centre, 
which added an ice rink in recent years.
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Mercer by Cressey boasts wood laminate flooring 
throughout, perfect for laying down area carpets.
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