
After a month of previews, the team 
marketing the Venue development ex-
pects April 30 to be a busy day. It’s the 
day sales officially open.

“I would say anyone wanting a home 
here should be prepared: have all your 
pre-approvals in place, read the disclo-
sure statement, and have your deposit 
ready,” says Brandon Trent of project 
marketer Fifth Avenue Real Estate Mar-
keting.

“We’re allowing people to fill out 
commitment forms in advance, listing 
their top five choices for a home, and to 
book appointments now.”

Trent believes the eagerness to pur-
chase will in part be based on the price 
point; all 141 of the homes at Venue are 
priced at less than $300,000. Trent says 
there have been inquiries from people 
living in Vancouver, Richmond, Burnaby, 
New Westminster, and other parts of 
Surrey. Most appear to be renters looking 
to get into the property market for the 
first time, with some investor interest, as 
well.

However, he believes there are other 
reasons to be interested in Venue beyond 
the issue of affordability.

For starters, there are more than two 
dozen different floor plans available, 
creating a multitude of layout options for 
the homes, which have 10-foot-high ceil-
ings on the top floor, and nine on the 

others.

The show suite illustrates the parti-
culars of the 548-square-foot ‘E’ plan, 
which has one bedroom and a den.

On a walk-through of the suite, Trent 
details some of the higher end touches 
available at the development. White 
upper kitchen cabinets contrast against 
the darker wood tones of the lower cabi-
netry, separated by a quartz backsplash 
that cascades into a countertop to create 
a waterfall effect.

A counter-height table and bar stools 
demonstrates the potential of the kitchen 
dining area, and could serve double duty 
as an island and prep area. Stainless 
steel appliances are echoed in the double 
basin sink, while laminate flooring 
throughout the central living area leads 
to a nicely sized balcony.

The bedroom can accommodate full-
sized furniture, and the den in the show 
suite includes a built-in closet.

That opens up the possibility of 
screening it off to serve as an extra bed-
room, if a homeowner prefers to use the 
space that way, rather than as a home 
office, reading area or occasional guest 
space.

The Venue team was also happy to 
incorporate feedback from previous pur-
chasers on how to make homes best suit 
their buyers. A wall-mounted bathroom 
vanity, for instance, features pullout 
drawers instead of doors.

“We heard from people that it was 
easier this way to see and access the 
items they needed to get ready in the 
morning, as compared to a standard 
vanity with doors that go all the way 
down to the floor,” Trent explains.

“With today’s busy modern lifestyle, 
people really are looking for homes that 
are well designed and low maintenance.” 
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The project marketer is attempting to 
position Venue as being more of an 
‘urban’ building than earlier phases in 
the development. Trent says part of that 
revolves around residents sharing space 

on a 2,100-square-foot common access 
patio. With barbecues, beer taps, an 
artificial turf surface for morning yoga 
and an array of outdoor furniture, he 
envisions a real community developing 
within the building.

To help potential residents familiarize 
themselves with the revitalized Whalley 
neighbourhood, sales centre staff are 
offering visitors a booklet during the pre-
view period; it will contain coupons for 
some of the local restaurants and attrac-
tions, demonstrating the range of cui-
sines and activities available within the 
surrounding community.

Trent notes that Venue residents will 
be a five-minute walk from Gateway 
SkyTrain Station and the Chuck Bailey 
Recreation Centre, as well as strolling 
distance to the community amenities of 
Central City, which include Central City 
Shopping Centre, North Surrey Rec 
Centre and a new public library.

Those working at Surrey’s new city 
hall or SFU’s Surrey campus could con-
ceivably walk to work.

However, the neighbourhood isn’t 
only all about the new. Prospective 
buyers can also pick up a booklet de-
tailing the history of the region, including 
the story of the gas station owner who 
gave Whalley his name.

The point is to be proud of things 
linked to the neighbourhood, says Trent, 
whether it be the very colourful Flamingo 
Hotel or all of the Little League baseball 
players who have represented Whalley 
nationally and internationally.

“The people who can see the value 
and potential here are going to see all 
the benefits,” he says.

Hoping for an 
‘urban’ feel

Trent notes that Venue resi-
dents will be a five-minute 
walk from Gateway SkyTrain 
Station ...

Venue’s show suite features a bedroom that can 
accommodate full-sized furniture, above, while 
the show suite den, top and bottom right, could
also serve as a home office, reading area or
guest space. The show suite, below left, is the 
548-square foot ‘E’ plan, with a counter-height
table in the kitchen, left, that can do double duty
as an island and food prep area.
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