
Project location: Lansdowne and No. 
3 Road, Richmond Project size/scope: 
122 one-, twoand three-bedroom apart-
ments and four townhomes in a 15-
storey concrete building across the street 
from SkyTrain’s Canada Line Lansdowne 
Station Residence size: 470 to 1,727 sq. 
ft. Price: $279,900 to $1.2 million Devel-
oper: Beedie Living Architects: Rafii 
Architects and DYS Architecture Interior 
designer: Cristina Oberti Interiors Sales 

centre: 5580 No. 3 Road, Richmond 
Sales contact: Muna Tayour/Joe Lee 
Hours: noon — 5 p.m., Sat — Thurs Tele-
phone: 604-821-6686 Website: 
OrchidbyBeedie.ca Occupancy: Fall 2018 
Grand opening: March 19

Richmond’s town centre is evolving 
into exactly what the city’s planners had 
envisioned: a busy crossroads of car and 
public transit traffic, high street shopping 
and recreational facilities that makes it 
an exciting place to live.

Those who choose to make it their 
home will also no doubt need a place 
where they can comfortably retreat from 
that hustle and bustle.

A veteran Vancouver developer and a 
two-firm architectural team say they 
have achieved both with Orchid, a 15-

storey boutique-style residential building 
being built at the active intersection of 
Lansdowne and No. 3 Road.

“In terms of setting, this is as urban 
an environment as you can find in Rich-
mond,” said Houtan Rafii, vice- president 
of residential development for Beedie 
Living, Orchid’s developer.

“We are located across from Kwantlen 
( Polytechnic University), 100 metres 
away from the SkyTrain station, and 
across from (180-store) Lansdowne 
Centre Mall. That’s highly desirable and a 
differentiator from other residential 
developments.”

Beedie Construction, founded in the 
1950s by Keith Beedie, purchased the 
property in 1970 when the neigh-
bourhood moved at a much slower pace. 
Over the years, the lot had been the site 
of a restaurant and various retail stores, 
before the company’s newly formed 
development arm decided the property 
was ripe for residential development. 
Beedie, once best known for building PNE 
prize homes, has spent most of its 63 
years earning a rock-solid reputation in 
industrial and commercial development. 
But over the last five years, Beedie has 
developed Crown, The Austin in Co-
quitlam and — in partnership with 
Anthem Properties — the Station Square 
complex in Metrotown. Orchid, which is 
being built to LEED silver equivalency, is 
its first multi-family development in Rich-
mond.

The architectural team of Rafii Archi-
tects and DYS Architecture saw an 
opportunity to create a building that had 
classic appeal, while meeting the City of 
Richmond’s goal of enhancing the profile 
of the high-street retail, says Norm Chin, 
a principal of DYS Architecture.

“It’s a fantastic site,” he said, adding 
the challenge was to find something that 
was distinctive on the streetscape of 
what is a busy thoroughfare for both 
vehicular and rapid transit traffic. “No. 3 
Road is such a fastpaced arterial. You’ve 
got cars going down it and you’ve got 
SkyTrain on it, but the whole thing about 
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SPECIAL TO THE SUN

The ground level of Orchid will present retail
stores with double-height glass and an eye-
catching grand entrance that includes a mix of
marble blocks and custom wood detailing.

Kitchens, left, at Orchid will have an upscale 
stainless steel package from Bosch, an integrated
Energy Star-rated refrigerator with bottommount
freezer, and a Panasonic microwave. Bathrooms, 
right, will feature contemporary vanities and
medicine cabinets with under-cabinet lighting. 
Showers feature frameless doors with built-in 
niches for toiletries.
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urban living is about people walking on 
the street. This project was an oppor-
tunity to create a pause along that street 
edge, where people can stop to admire 
the design of the building.”

Chin said the team, which worked 
well together, kept the building simple, 
classical and symmetrical in design. That 
design will bring a rich, luxurious pres-
ence to the street through the use of 
large amounts of white Carrara marble. 
The white stone complements the 
ground-level double-height glass of the 
retail stores and it also leads the eye to a 
grand entrance, a mix of marble blocks, 
custom wood detailing and orchid plan-
ters flanking low-rise stairs leading up to 
twin elevator doors.

Designing the building was not with-
out its challenges, Chin said. Orchid’s 
height was restricted by its proximity to 
the airport’s jet traffic, and the residents’ 
parking had to be put above ground be-
cause the building rests on a flood plain, 
both of which made reaching the ap-
proved density more difficult.

The architects fully used the site, 
building a podium on top of the parking 
and creating a 9,400-square-foot quiet 
oasis with landscaped gardens and a 
water feature, a barbecue lounge area 
and children’s play area, that lives up to 
the Zen- like qualities that Orchid 
evokes. The elevated area also has a fur-
nished entertainment kitchen, dining 
room and patio for private functions. At 
the back of the property are four spa-
cious two-level townhouse villas that 
overlook the gardens.

The project has attracted interest 
from a variety of buyers, including down-
sizers drawn not only by its location, but 
by the size of the homes, says Curtis  
Neeser, Beedie Living’s director of resi-
dential development.

“One of the key pieces we found from 
market research is that there is a big 
desire for threebedroom units,” he said. 
The villas, which average about 1,600 
square feet, demonstrate that down-
sizing families still want to have a good 
amount of space. “A daughter or son 
may come to visit and they want to have 
room for them to stay,” he said, adding 
the complex also has a guest suite with a 
kitchenette.

Alex Cheung, an IT professional, was 
so impressed with the quality of the 
workmanship in his first purchase in 
Crown about a year ago, he and his par-
ents have bought a 751-squarefoot home 
with two bedrooms and a den.

“We were very pleased with the qual-
ity of the workmanship in the show home 
(at Crown) and the quality is even better 
at Orchid,” he said.

“My parents live in a singlefamily 
home in Richmond, but they are getting 
to the age where they want to downsize 
and so have less things to worry about in 
maintaining a condo.”

Beedie Living spent considerable time 
researching kitchen appliances, said 
Nesser, settling on an upscale stainless 
steel package by Bosch, with a gas cook-
top and electric oven, an integrated 
Energy Star rated refrigerator with 
bottom-mount freezer, and a Panasonic 
microwave.

The microwaves are not built in, he 
said, noting some buyers voiced a prefe-
rence to put the microwave on the com-
posite quartz kitchen counter and to use 
the space for storage. Cabinetry comes 
in a wood grain pattern with white glass 
upper cabinets that swing upwards, and 
under-cabinet lighting.

There is a 29-inch single bowl under-
mount sink with Grohe faucet, in- sink 
disposal, and a built- in recycling station. 
Overhead is a Broan slim hood fan with a 
300-cubic-feet perminute exhaust rate. 
All homes are equipped with a full-sized 
LG energy-efficient washer and dryer.

Condo balconies range from 70 to 100 

square feet, while the two models of 
townhouse villas have large exterior 
patio spaces of 334 and 451 square feet.

All Orchid homes have ninefoot-high 
ceilings, with sevenfoot, solid-core doors, 
and laminate floors in the living and bed-
room areas.

Bathrooms feature contemporary 
vanity cabinetry with custom mirror and 
medicine cabinet with undercabinet light-
ing.

Showers feature frameless 10-
millimetre doors with a builtin tile niche 
for toiletries, soaker tubs in the main 
bathrooms and a Kohler dual-flush toilet 
with a skirted design.

The building is heated by forced air 
heat pumps, which air-condition the 
homes in the summer.

Orchid is equipped to be hooked up to 
Richmond’s city utility system when that 
is developed in a few years. Monthly 
strata fees are projected at 37 cents a 
square foot.

Orchid also has nine affordable hous-
ing units, ranging from studios to two 
bedrooms; these will be available for rent 
when the building is completed in the fall 
of 2018.

Located on Canada Line, Orchid is 
well connected to the rest of the Lower 
Mainland; it’s just 23 minutes to Water-
front Station, and 11 to the airport.

Within walking distance of Orchid are: 
the 30,000-squarefoot City Centre Com-
munity Centre with fitness, fine arts and 
music rooms; Minoru Park Aquatic Centre 
with ice arenas; a public library; the Ga-
teway Theatre; and the Richmond Olym-
pic Oval multi-sport venue.
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Orchid by Beedie Living will feature one-, two-
and three-bedroom homes in a concrete tower lo-
cated at No. 3 Road and Lansdowne in Richmond.




