
With panoramic views of mountains 
and ocean, it comes as no surprise that 
Grosvenor Americas’ Ambleside devel-
opment in West Vancouver has quietly 
sold more than 70 per cent of the first 
phase of 57 luxury suites.

Given the nature of the clientele, 
most of whom are downsizing from 
larger single-family homes in upscale 
West Van neighbourhoods, there were no 
grand opening balloons or other fanfare, 
says Michael Ward, Grosvenor senior 
vice-president and general manager.

“Typically, these are people of signif-
icant wealth that value their privacy,” 
Ward said during a recent tour of the 
show home overlooking Ambleside 
Beach. “Having a mob of 30 people in 
here is not conducive to that.

“It (the show suite) has been open by 
appointment only for the last year and 
that will continue to be the case.”

Downsizing is a relative term, how-
ever. The smallest Grosvenor home is 
784 square feet, with prices starting 
around $1 million, while the average 
home space is closer to 2,000 square 
feet, with an equal amount of terraced 
deck on the ocean side of the first build-
ing. The show suite, which reflects the 
typical kitchen, bathroom and living 
room spaces, would run between $4 mil-
lion and $6 million, Ward said.

The project, with its floor-toceiling 
windows, large overhang roofs to shelter 
from the rain and large outdoor decks 

and natural stone and timber accents, 
builds on the legacy of the West Coast 
Modern architectural style of which West 
Vancouver was one birthplace, project 
architect James Cheng says.
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An artist’s rendering of Grosvenor Ambleside,
which will comprise 98 two- and three-bedroom 
homes, illustrates the project’s panoramic views 
of mountains and ocean.
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“It started with (West Van) artist B.C. 
Binning, who brought Richard Neutra, an 
Austrian American architect, up from 
Southern California,” says Cheng. 
“Neutra came to lecture in Vancouver 
about West Coast living. That helped the 
artists and architects get on to kick-

starting our brand of West Coast 
Modern.”

Cheng said architects like Arthur 
Erickson, Ron Thom, Paul Merrick and 
others defined the style that he wanted 
to honour with Ambleside’s design, which 
focuses on bringing the outside in and 
“orienting the buildings to the south so 
that you get the winter sun.”

While the design was home grown, 
Cheng said it was not without its chal-
lenges.

Between the building and Ambleside 
beach is the stillactive former BC Railway 
line, more than 1.5 metres above the 
original ground level of the building’s 
ground floor.

To minimize the impact of the daily 
trains, the ground level was dedicated to 
retail and the residential levels were 
raised.

Residents on the upper floors have a 
sight line that looks over top of the rail-
way line to the beach and ocean beyond.

Protecting privacy was also an issue, 
Cheng said. He solved it by using what 
he called an old trick employed by 

famous architect Frank Lloyd Wright. He 
set back the windows by several feet so 
that people at ground level looking up 
would see only the underside of the 
overhangs.

To address public concern that the 
project would become “an enclave for the 
rich,” Cheng said, the project’s two build-
ings were separated to reduce the mass-
ing and a public galleria was created in 
the middle, effectively breaking up the 
200-metre-long city block for the first
time and allowing for views and direct
public access to the beach. Cheng said a
side benefit of raising the buildings’
elevations is that the project will be pro-
tected from storm surges precipitated by
sea water rises due to global warming.

Cheng also said one thing his team 
learned from public consultation is that 
there are few central places within West 
Van.

“So when we talked to some of the 
longtime residents, they said ‘what we 
want is a living room in West Vancouver 
where we can gather with our neigh-
bours, take a walk on the beach and 
have a place to hang out.’ That’s where 
the idea of a covered atrium came.”

To further help the project fit into the 
community, Grosvenor Americas, at its 
own volition, commissioned, for the 
atrium, a giant driftwood-like sculpture 
by West Vancouver artist and writer 
Douglas Coupland. As well, local arts 
organizations like the Kay Meek Centre 
will use the covered space for public 
events, said Ward. Inside the building, 
the art of another famed West Vancouver 
resident — celebrated painter Gordon 
Smith — will hang on the lobby walls.

“We knew the residential would do 
well,” Cheng said. “How could you not do 
well being the front row seat right on the 
ocean? But to make a building truly 
become part of the community is more 
than the residential.”

Grosvenor searched throughout 
Canada and the U.S. before deciding on 
local designer Mitchell Freedman to de-
velop the interior schemes, Ward said.

The challenge was to come up with a 
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Floor-to-ceiling windows means plenty of natural
light throughout — allowing occupants to enjoy
their units’ airy spaciousness.
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Clockwise from top: Big sea, sky and mountain 
outlooks will be on offer — day and night — from 
the residences at Grosvenor Ambleside in West
Vancouver. Left: The living-dining area looks out
over a massive deck view. Right: The kitchens in-
clude custom Italian cabinetry by Snaidero and
professional-grade Wolf appliances.

Left: Plenty of storage space is on offer at the 
Grosvenor Ambleside homes, as demonstrated by
the show suite. Right: This ensuite vanity cabi-
netry is from Snaidero. Walls are clad in slab 
marble, while floors are topped with heated
quartz tiles. Plumbing fixtures by Dornbracht in-
clude a lux hand shower set and rainshower fit-
ting in all bathrooms.
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design that would help new residents 
move from homes where they had lived 
for decades to something that was nei-
ther too traditional nor too modern. What 
he came up with was something that 
combined a bit of both, including a 
shaker-style cabinetry in the kitchen, the 
choice for about 80 per cent of new 
homes.

Appliances, however, reflect the latest 
and greatest in technology with a gas 
cooktop, a convection oven and micro-
wave, by Wolf, and a steam oven and 
warming drawers in select homes.

The two SubZero integrated refri-
gerators come with two freezer drawers 
and integrated wine fridges in certain 
homes. The dishwasher is by Miele.

The master ensuite bathroom vanity 
cabinetry is designed by the Italian com-
pany Snaidero. The walls are clad in slab 
marble, while the floors are covered in 
heated quartz tiles. Counters are either 
quartz or natural stone, depending on 
the colour scheme.

Plumbing fixtures by Dornbracht in-
clude a lux hand shower set and rain-
shower fitting in all ensuites and sec-
ondary bathrooms. Even some laundry 
rooms are equipped with Snaidero cabi-
netry, while all have Miele washers and 
dryers.

Depending on size, each suite comes 
with one to three parking spots and 
some have private garages that include 
storage.

There is also a well-appointed fitness 
centre and yoga space planned, as well 
as a 24-hour concierge.

The building is designed to LEED gold 
standard energy criteria and features a 
cultivated green roof, which residents in 
the highrise buildings up the hill will gaze 
down on.


