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LIFE BY THE RIVER
Port Royal’s first phase, part of a master-plan community by the
Queensborough bridge, has great style and originality         E3
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Here it comes: Port Royal, the
Aragon Group’s long-planned 1,000-
home masterplanned community
right on the river in Queensbor-
ough.

With the release of Phase 1A, Red
Boat, a sweet collection of single-
family homes, rowhomes and
courtyard homes, the big project
starts to take off with style and orig-
inality.

In fact, Aragon seems to have gone
all out here, with unique housing
such as freehold rowhomes and
those courtyard homes — four
houses surrounding a central court-
yard — which are a first for the area,
and a charming idea.

It’s all about developing a neigh-
bourhood, basically, from the long

seawall walks where the waterfront
condos will be, to the big-box mall
that’s adding more character shop-
ping spots all the time, to the future
plans for a mom-and-pop grocery
store in the community.

And when it comes to the finish-
ings, look out.

Aragon’s Diane Zarola is under-
standably proud of the way the
homes at Red Boat are going to
look. All of these two-storey homes
will have two fireplaces, one in the
living room, the other in the fami-
ly room; built-in desks and shelves
in the nook in the family areas;
granite counters in both kitchen
and bathrooms; 10-ft. open-beam
ceilings in every home; skylights in
many plans; dark slate and
reclaimed fir wide-plank flooring,
which is “just gorgeous,” says Zaro-
la. 

“There are so many beautiful fea-
tures.”

KitchenAid Architect series appli-
ances are standard, as are top-of-
the-line Kohler fixtures in kitchen
and bath, and snazzy undermount
sinks. Extra perks are a five-speak-
er surround-sound system in the
family room, and the space over the
fireplace mantle is wired for a flat-
screen TV.

Who’s moving in? “Young families,
young families, young families,”
says Zarola. 

One such family is Jas Saraw, his
wife Suneet and their seven-month-
old daughter, Jaya, who currently
live in Aragon’s Murano Lofts build-
ing but are looking forward to mov-
ing to Red Boat in early 2007. They’ll
be going from a cool urban loft to
a single-family home with a yard
and nearby park about the same

time as Jaya takes her first steps.
Murano has just won the Royal

City Building of the Year award as
well as the city’s Modern Develop-
ment, Residential, award, which
wouldn’t have surprised 31-year-
old Saraw, an IT consulting man-
ager, one bit. He and Suneet bought
at Murano for Aragon’s fixtures and
finishings, and the quality of the
craftsmanship. 

“It was amazing compared to all
the other developers,” says Jas. “This
was two years ago. Now a lot of
developers are catching up, but
then there was nothing like it any-
where.”

When it came time to move to a
more child-friendly spot, the Saraws
looked all over the place but were
drawn back to Aragon quality and
also the lure of a whole new neigh-
bourhood. 

“With all the seven (Port Royal)
phases, it’s going to be a real neigh-
bourhood concept, with different
housing options,” says Jas. “And we
liked the fact that it’s tucked away
at the Eastern tip of Lulu Island and
that they’ll be building a 10-acre
park and have a local grocery.”

The Saraws, who are surprised to
already be selling their Murano loft,
are very fond of New West as a “cool,
undiscovered, on-the-up-and-up”
city. But at the Red Boat VIP open-
ing they were positive they would-
n’t be able to swing it — that the
homes would be out of their price
range. It turned out their worry was
academic. They totally fell in love.

“Before we were halfway through
the upstairs we looked at each oth-
er and decided to buy — no matter
what it took,” says Jas.

jread@png.canwest.com

Quick facts

Red Boat
What: 94 homes in Queensbor-

ough
Where: 260 Holly Ave., Queens-

borough
Developer: Aragon Group
Sizes: Two- and three-bed-

room homes, 1,600 sq. ft. to
2,300 sq. ft.

Prices: $507,000-$700,000
Open: Noon to 5 p.m. daily

except Fridays, 604-520-9890,
www.portroyalhomes.ca 

Sail away in a gorgeous Red Boat
PORT ROYAL’S FIRST PHASE:  Unique homes on the river with the promise of developing neighbourhood

Aragon developments are known
for their spiffy finishing touches

and they’ve gone all out at Red
Boat. Clockwise from right: the

open-concept living room has
beautiful floors and a cozy

fireplace; the kitchen has a nice
nook for quick meals, and there’s a

dining area for more formal
gatherings. The family room also

has a fireplace, plus a handy
corner for a computer and office

area.
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Port Royal is a community of contrasts. It’s undeniably  
immense – it will be one of the largest developments in the 
Lower Mainland. Yet the design focus is on the details. 
While it is brand new and decidedly modern, it already has 
a rich history. Port Royal, the master-planned community 
by Aragon, defies categorization.
You recognize something big is happening in New  
Westminster’s Queensborough area the moment you set 
foot at Port Royal. When completed, Port Royal will have 
some 1,000 homes spread over 50 acres of waterfront.

 

 
The onsite dock at Port Royal has planned ferry service that 
will carry those in search of fresh produce across the water to 
the bustling New Westminster Quay. It also offers easy access 
to the SkyTrain. Port Royal residents can do a lot outdoors 
and on foot; the quiet, traffic-controlled streets that run 
through the neighbourhood are pedestrian-friendly. Charming 
characteristics like this make Port Royal an emerging neigh-
bourhood that seems like it’s always been there.
“A lot of the people who visit Port Royal for the first time 
say they already feel at home,” says  Diane Zarola, director of 
sales and marketing for Aragon. “Which is exactly what we 
are trying to achieve both in the homes and in the neigh-
bourhood as a whole.”
 It’s hard to imagine that where Port Royal now stands, 
salmon canneries and ship yards once did. It’s reminiscent of 
another waterfront community that was once industrial and 
is now a thriving neighbourhood.
 As we talk, a tugboat slowly makes its way through the water, 
evidence that the working river has a pulse all its own.
 “Our goal is to create a neighbourhood in the nostalgic 
sense,” says Moy. “In order to achieve that we’ve carefully 
considered the types of homes we’ve included and the way 
we’ve planned the entire neighbourhood.”
Renowned for design excellence, the award-winning Aragon 

Homes at Port Royal are designed for the way we live now, with touches of the character found in older homes.  
Red Boat, one of the first phases of Port Royal, features architectural details like exposed ceiling beams.

and casual family gatherings – they feature both family and 
living rooms.
 “Kitchens are planned to bring people together because 
whether you’re entertaining guests or cooking a weekday  
dinner, everyone ends up in the kitchen,” says Zarola. “So 
we’ve given the kitchens a lot of open space.”
 Maple shaker-style cabinetry, open beams ceilings and 
Kitchen Aid Architect Series stainless steel appliances  
exemplify the fact that Aragon has spared no expense in the 
finishes. When I walked into one of the homes at Red Boat, 
I was impressed by the level of quality. It is no surprise that 

“Red Boat, especially, is designed for the way 
families live today,” says Zarola. “We’ve taken 
elements of our modern lifestyle, like open-
concept floor plans with a natural flow  
from room to room, and infused them with  
the coziness you’d find in an older home.”

Located at the eastern tip 
of Lulu Island, Port Royal 
is only 30 minutes from 
downtown Vancouver.

Properties is a wholly integrated firm that has been building 
homes and communities since 1988. Aragon’s commitment 
to innovation is evident at Port Royal; two of the housing 
types here are new to British Columbia. 
Families will appreciate the space at Red Boat, one of the first 
phases of Port Royal. These homes range from 1,600 to 2,300 
sq.ft. and though they have a generous amount of space, every 
detail has been tended to. Accented with reclaimed fir floor-
ing and exposed beams on the main floors, Red Boat exudes 
quality. While the design sensibility is decidedly modern, the 
philosophy, the sense of home, is very traditional.
 These touches make a noticeable difference. Architectural 
features include built-in nooks and cozy alcoves to give every 
home its own character, one that reflects the residents’ life-
styles. These homes are designed for formal entertaining 

“The office nook off the kitchen is the kind of  
place where kids will do homework while their 
parents cook dinner,” says Diane Zarola.

“We were very inspired by Granville Island with its 
quaint parks, the nearby market and, of course, all the 
accessible waterfront,” says Zarola.

attention to detail has become Aragon’s signature.
 From the interiors extend the exteriors. Porches, decks and 
patios seamlessly blend the indoors with the outdoors. Down 
every street is direct access to the waterfront.
 “It’s a true reflection of the way we live on the West Coast,” 
says Zarola. “With skylights in some homes and oversized 
windows in all, we’ve brought the outdoors in.” 

Front porches at Red Boat add to Port Royal’s charm.

Couples will find their interest piqued by the homes at  
Paddler’s Landing, which are accented by urban design  
features such as reclaimed brick walls. Port Royal attracts 
diverse residents. “It is going to be a remarkably dynamic 
community,” says Zarola.
You can visit Port Royal’s presentation centre, open noon to 
5pm every day except Friday, at Ewen Avenue & Furness 
Street in New Westminster’s Queensborough area. For 
more information, call 604.520.9890, or you can visit the 
website at www.portroyalhomes.ca.

Port royal: largest  
New home develoPmeNt 

iN vaNcouver area

“Our goal was to create an  
unprecedented community.  
More than a collection of homes, 
but a complete neighbourhood,” 
says Lenny Moy, president of 
Aragon Properties Ltd. 
“We’ve enhanced natural features; 
we’ve added two elevated walkways 
over the marsh. And we’ve  
included all sorts of amenities, 
like parks, greenways and an  
old-fashioned general store, to 
bring the community together.”
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