
At Reside Developments’ Focal, a 
project to rise at East Seventh Avenue 

and Main Street, beauty is found in the 
smallest details.

Designer Andrea Robinson blends 
contemporary design, modern art and 
vintage style in the show suite to appeal 
to the community’s creative, energetic 
population.

“We feel this neighbourhood attracts 
a creative crowd that is well informed 
about design and looking for space that 
feels individual and unique,” says Robin-
son, who led the Riesco & Lapres Design 
firm’s team on the project.

“These are people who respect the 
‘art of living’ through the sensory expe-
rience of their homes — via the mate-
rials, fixtures and furnishings.”

In the one-bedroom display suite, 
Robinson let loose with creative touches, 
shown in the denim-covered kitchen 
island stools to the novel staging details. 
(Check out the framed sketch of pop cul-
ture characters like Seinfeld’s George 
Costanza, a macho rendition of Sesame 
Street’s Bert and Ernie, a reel-to-reel 
projector, and a shadow box with pages 
ripped from a literary work.)

“Part of the fun is building a fictional 
client or personality that we can imagine 
living in the home — through the books 
they read, the music they listen to, their 
favourite foods, where they go for coffee, 
their hobbies and travels,” Robinson ex-
plains.

“We find developing a ‘real’ perso-
nality for the home helps to create a 
more individual and credible home. We 
like to leave enough room so you can im-
agine yourself in the space, while pro-
viding enough suggestive elements to 
ensure the space feels authentic and not 
too contrived.”

Robinson installed open shelving on 
the kitchen wall, a stainless steel island 
with generous storage space, topped also 
by stainless steel. (Corian tops the island 
in a standard suite, while stainless steel 
top is an upgrade).

Her approach in the kitchen and the 
bathroom is all about straightforward, 
functional — and sturdy — style.

“We designed the kitchen with the 
same straightforward, functional sim-
plicity as the bathrooms. The materials 
we selected are hardworking in the phys-
ical sense, but also hard-working visually 
to provide surfaces that have a soft 
reflective quality to help the spaces feel 
lighter and brighter.” The bedroom has 
some unexpected features, thanks to 
Robinson’s way in contrasting textures of 
the rough army blanket bed covering, 
the Icelandic sheep skin on the floor, the 
Belgian linen sheet and the utilitarian 
lights.

These attractive, unorthodox lights 
hang beside their own coiled cords and 
do double duty, she says.

“Not only does it help to maximize 
the usable space on the bedside table 
tops by hanging the lights from the wall, 
but they also function as unexpected 
‘art’.

“All of these materials are hard-
wearing, timeless and develop more cha-
racter and beauty with use and age.”

ALL IN THE DETAILS:

Where personality is the Focal point

Reside’s latest development aims to bring out the individual through creative design
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Designer Andrea Robinson makes use o f novel, 
creative touches to suggest an ‘authentic’ space 
in the one-bedroom show suite.

The show suite kitchen has open shelving and an 
island made from and topped with stainless steel.

In the bedro om of the Focal dis play suite, the 
lights are attached to the walls and hang beside 
their own coiled cords. The rough army blanke

t

and sheepskin floor covering add contrasting tex-
tures.

A project from Reside Developments to rise at
East Seventh Avenue and Main Street, comprises 
93 homes.
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