








































































Oak Bay Beach Hotel 1175 Beach Dr. in 

Oak Bay  

Whether you're looking for a place to stay the night or to rest for much 
longer, this new offering goes well beyond expectation 

Suzanne Morphet  

Sun  

Saturday, September, 24, 2011  

   

A formal dining room will await both hotel guests and those living in the

project's private residences.   
 
Project name: Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

Location: 1175 Beach Dr. in Oak Bay 

Project size/ scope: Six storeys from Beach 
Drive, eight from the ocean side; steel and 
concrete construction with architecture inspired 
by English country manor houses. Features 
100 furnished vacation hotel suites and 20 
penthouse and sub-penthouse private 
residences. 

Amenities include: David Foster Foundation 
Theatre (for movies, live theatre, and events), 
the Snug pub, a fitness centre, spa, café, formal 
dining room, great room and library. 

The grand lobby, as shown in this 

rendering, will replicate a look from the 

original Oak Bay Beach Hotel and 

remind visitors of the hotel’s earlier 

incarnation 

   
 



Prices: Vacation hotel suites $350,000 - $1.95 
million; private residences $995,000 - $3.95 
million 

Developers: Walker Hospitality 

Builder: Metro-Can (General Contractor) 

Architect: Bas Smith Architect 

Interiors: Porada Design 

Monthly fees: Monthly strata fees for private 
residences average 50 cents a square foot, and 
include access to the hotel's services and 
amenities, heating and cooling, 
garbage/recycling, and a residence butler. 
Owners of vacation hotel suites pay no monthly 
fees. 

Contact: Brad Neufeld, director of sales and 
marketing, 250-516-5220 

Email: bneufeld@oakbaybeachhotel. com 

Occupancy: May 2012 

How does someone with no development 
experience manage to build a waterfront strata 
hotel in Victoria's tony Oak Bay neighbourhood, 
a place where change is about as welcome as 
snow at any time of year - especially when 
confronted with strong political and community 
opposition? 

 

 

The Residence features 20 penthouse and 

sub-penthouse private residences. 

   
 

Rooms are large and luxurious with gas 

fireplaces and expansive windows 

   
 

The Snug pub uses beams, boards, 

bricks and leaded windows that were 

saved from demoliton. 

    

"Sometimes, if you knew what was ahead, you wouldn't go down that road," admits Kevin 
Walker, owner of the Oak Bay Beach Hotel. 

"It's just been such a long and arduous process," agrees his wife and business partner, 
Shawna Walker. "And we certainly, I think, encountered every obstacle that a developer could 
encounter." 



The story begins back in 2004, when the Walkers learned they couldn't renovate the old Oak 
Bay Beach Hotel any further without undertaking expensive seismic upgrades, something that 
wasn't economically viable with a 50-room hotel. That meant tearing it down and rebuilding 
from scratch, a plan that took the community four years to embrace. 

Kevin Walker recalls the night the tide turned. An elderly gentleman had warned him that he 
would be speaking against the development at the upcoming municipal council meeting. 

At the meeting, council members criticized the proposal, one after the other, followed by 
members of the public. 

However, the elderly man remained silent. 

The next morning, Walker says, the man was sitting in the lobby of the hotel waiting for him. 
"And he said 'Sir, I was so appalled at how you were treated last night that I couldn't even 
speak. They didn't give you a fair hearing.'" The man went on to form a group called the 
Friends of the New Oak Bay Beach Hotel and, according to Walker, was instrumental in 
reversing the opinion of the community. 

But no sooner did the owners get the go-ahead to build a much bigger hotel and take down the 
old one, than the recession struck. One by one, prospective purchasers cancelled contracts. 
Without pre-sales, the owners had to find a new way forward. 

The answer was to invite people to invest a minimum of $150,000 in a private bond placement, 
secured by a mortgage on the property. "And by April 2009, we had already raised $10 million 
into our private bond, and today we're just over $40 million in the bond program," Walker says. 

The new hotel is expected to cost about $52 million, so the Walkers are well on their way to 
raising enough money to pay for the building. 

Sales have been going just as well. "It looks like we might actually achieve about $12 million in 
sales this month alone," says Walker, adding that eight of the 20 private residences on the top 
two floors of the building have sold, as well as 48 of the vacation hotel suites. 

The residences begin at $995,000 and one just sold for a groundbreaking (for Greater Victoria) 
$1,800 per square foot. Leslee Farrell, a Victoria realtor who specializes in luxury waterfront 
property, says the Oak Bay Beach Hotel is setting a new standard for luxury real estate in 
Victoria, comparable to Vancouver's Shangri-La or Fairmont Pacific Rim. 

While "the prices achieved may have surprised some," Farrell says, "people will pay for quality 
and for the lifestyle offering that this project brings." 

If you don't have $1 million or more, but want to call a piece of the hotel your own, you can buy 
a hotel suite starting at $350,000. Shawna Walker says buyers who view this as an investment 
are guaranteed a certain minimum rate of return (one that compares favourably with buying a 



waterfront condo in Victoria and renting it out) but also allows the owner to use the suite for 16 
weeks a year. 

She also points out that owners don't have to pay strata fees or contribute to the building's 
overall maintenance costs, the way typical strata owners do. As well, each suite will have only 
one owner, not multiple ones as is the case with some fractional hotel properties. 

So what do buyers get for their big bucks? 

Let's start with the steel and concrete building, which Kevin Walker promises will be a grand 
hotel. "This will be to Victoria what the Opera House is to Sydney" he says confidently. "Just 
wait and see." 

It's being rebuilt in the tradition of an English manor house, but more than three times bigger 
than the old hotel - six storeys to three - with the upper levels set back, so it appears smaller 
than it actually is. 

Rock from the Black Tusk near Squamish has been quarried specifically for the exterior of the 
first three floors. "That rock is going on to the building piece by piece by piece by craftsmen 
that have been fitting rock together for decades," says Walker. "You look at the rockwork and 
you go, 'Wow, this is a work of art in itself.'" Finishing exterior touches include a widow's walk 
on the highest point of the building, authentic chimney caps, and a clock tower that will show 
the names of everyone who has ever worked for the Oak Bay Beach Hotel. "We could have 
had a precast chimney top put in place, but instead we went to England and selected 22 
different, historic chimney caps," Walker says. 

Inside the hotel, rooms are large and luxurious, breaking from the manor house mould 
whenever necessary to offer spa-like bathrooms, gas fireplaces and expansive windows to 
take in the waterfront views. Three public areas of the hotel - the lobby, the Snug pub and 
Kate's Café - will replicate much-loved rooms from the old building, using the same beams, 
boards, bricks and leaded windows that were saved from demolition. (It's interesting to note 
that only five per cent of the old hotel ended up in the landfill; the rest was recycled.) The 
popular dinner theatre will be back as well, this time in a dedicated space with a sound system. 

A three-level underground parkade - it will have separate garages for owners of the private 
residences - will have piped-in music, painted floors and walls, a car wash on every level and a 
lobby on every level. "You actually have a sense of arrival on each of those levels," Walker 
explains. 

But it's things you won't see that will also make this hotel special - like the 75 steel anchors that 
burrow 11 metres into the bedrock beneath the hotel. "In a seismic event, there is no doubt 
about it, this is one of safest buildings in all of North America," Walker says. 

There is also extensive 



soundproofing that includes triple-glazed windows, coffered and insulated ceilings, and double 
walls between rooms and residences with dead air space in between to block noise from 
neighbours. 

"We spent three days doing flush tests, flushing toilets and actually listening to the sound, to 
make sure that we couldn't hear them," he adds. 

Then there are all the amenities, including a seaside therapeutic mineral pool, fitness centres 
and spa, butler and valet services, and 24-hour room service and concierge. 

As the owners survey the new Oak Bay Beach Hotel rising from the spot where the previous 
hotel stood for more than 80 years, they're both relieved that the development road is coming 
to an end and excited about the hotel's new beginning. It will reopen next May and they're 
already booking rooms and wedding parties. 

A gala weekend on May 25 will see the Walkers partnering with the David Foster Foundation, 
a favourite local charity that supports Canadian families with children in need of organ 
transplants and which is celebrating its 25th anniversary next year. For $5,000 a head, guests 
can enjoy a private and public concert with the Victoria native, rub shoulders with other 
celebrities and enjoy the hotel's amenities. All proceeds go to the foundation. 

"Kevin and I always knew that we wanted to give back in a significant way and align ourselves 
with a foundation," says Shawna Walker. 

Something, perhaps, like the Oak Bay Beach Hotel returning to its rightful spot on the Oak Bay 
waterfront. 

© Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun 

 



Victoria’s Oak Bay Beach Hotel will 

reopen with a Miracle Concert 

Posted on September 8, 2011 by Crystal  

When historic Oak Bay Beach Hotel reopens, guests invited to share In 
the miracles with star-studded weekend fundraising package May 25-27, 
2012 

Sept. 8, 2011, Victoria, BC – Rare is the opportunity to “buy in” to 

a hotel’s grand opening event, usually reserved for travel agents, media 

and key customers. However, Victoria’s Oak Bay Beach Hotel has created 

a special partnership with Grammy award winner David Foster to present 

a fundraising weekend extravaganza guaranteed to shake up Oak Bay and put 

the historic hotel back on the map. 

When the original Oak Bay Beach Hotel was torn down in 2006, many felt 

it would be a miracle if it would reopen. Despite economic downturns, the 

iconic hotel, which sits on arguably one of the most valuable pieces of 

waterfront in Canada across from the famed Victoria Golf Club, will reopen 

in May 2012 with a star-studded weekend package and Miracle Concert, 
benefitting home town hero, David Foster and his Foundation. 

Guests staying at the Oak Bay Beach Hotel during the gala opening will 

be treated to private concerts in the David Foster Foundation Dinner 

Theatre, opportunities to mix, mingle and dine with celebrity guests, full 

complimentary access to all of the hotel’s amenities and attend a 

spectacular dinner with VIP seating for the David Foster and Friends 

Miracle Concert at the arena. The package is available for purchase for 
CDN $5,000 per person, based on double occupancy and a three- day, 

two-night stay, with all meals included. 

The Walker Family, owners of the soon to be reborn Oak Bay Beach Hotel, 

also announced today a $2M pledge, raised over 10 years, for the David 

Foster Foundation, and the naming of the hotel’s famed dinner theatre 

in honour of the foundation. 

“When we reopen next May, our guests will be introduced to not only our 

hotel but also the David Foster Foundation Theatre, paying homage to the 

philanthropic work of David Foster, a local boy who never forgot the 

importance of giving back as his own star rose,” said Kevin Walker. 

“It’s a privilege to join forces with David’s foundation, an 



organization that does such great work in our community and across North 

America.” 

One hundred per cent of the cost for the exclusive weekend package will 

be donated to the David Foster Foundation by the Oak Bay Beach Hotel, with 

a goal to raise $1M from the opening alone. An additional $1M will be raised 

by the Walkers over 10 years, in a variety of ways, including proceeds 

from ongoing sales of all dinner theatre performances. 

“We realized our grand re-opening is a much anticipated event, and we 

wanted to make the most of it for our community,” said Walker. “To be 

able to make this announcement and commitment to the David Foster 

Foundation is a dream come true for our family. David, through his 

foundation, has given many people second chances from supporting families 

with non-medical expenses during a critical time and educating people on 

the value of organ donor registration. Now, every guest who comes to the 

hotel and visits our theatre will learn about our very own home town hero, 

David Foster.” 

For more information about the gala weekend, people may visit 

www.oakbaybeachhotel.com or the gala event website at 

www.davidfostermiracleconcert.com or call 1-800-668-7758. 

About the Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

The new Oak Bay Beach Hotel is being completely rebuilt on the same 

spectacular oceanfront lot where the previous hotel sat for over 80 years. 

It will reopen as a 100-room hotel with 20 luxury residences and vacation 

hotel suites in 2012. Built to five star standards, hotel and residential 

amenities include a seaside therapeutic mineral pool, a fitness centre, 

spa, David Foster Foundation Dinner Theatre and fine-dining restaurant, 

Kate’s Café and the much loved Snug Pub. Not only is this Victoria’s 

first combination full-service luxury hotel and private residence, it is 

also the only commercial waterfront development in Oak Bay. For more 

information, visit www.oakbaybeachhotel.com 

About the David Foster Foundation: 

The David Foster Foundation was created in 1986 by 16-time Grammy 

award-winning producer and songwriter David Foster. It all began with a 

phone call from David’s mother in his hometown of Victoria, British 

Columbia, Canada – asking him if he could visit a girl from BC who was 

in UCLA Medical Centre in Los Angeles awaiting a life-saving organ 

transplant. 



When David met the girl and her mother, he saw how difficult it was for 

them being so far from their family, friends and home. He asked the little 

girl what she wanted more than anything in the world, and she said “I 

just want to see my sister”. David realized that for the price of an 

airline ticket, he could make her dream come true. That was the day the 

David Foster Foundation was born. 

In Canada, the David Foster Foundation financially supports families 

whose children are undergoing major organ transplants. Families receive 

support for non- medical expenses incurred when traveling away from their 

homes to be with their child during transplant. 

The Foundation also promotes organ donor awareness and registration 

throughout Canada and the United States. For more information, visit 

www.davidfosterfoundation.com 

 



Oak Bay Beach Hotel Buyers Receive 

Five-Star Treatment From The Get-Go 

Posted on September 22, 2011 by Crystal  

Sept. 20, 2011, Victoria, BC – With the trend of five-star hotel living 

picking up all across North America, developers of the Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

property are upping the ante by introducing a concierge service that 

starts at the day of purchase. 

Until the hotel opens in May 2012, the new residence and vacation hotel 

suites owners care concierge, Crystal Bruneau, will help buyers create 

the home (or vacation spot) of their dreams, assisting in everything from 

the individualized customization of their residential suites to arranging 

the details for move-in day and beyond. Twenty residences and vacation 

hotel suites are being built in the $52M, Tudor-style waterfront hotel 

(seven of the 20 are already sold or are near closing). 

“It’s so important for us that our buyers feel that signature, 

first-class hospitality right away, without having to wait until move-in 

day,” said Kevin Walker, owner and developer of the Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

project. “And after the hotel opens next spring, our on-site concierge 

will offer guests an unsurpassed, personal level of service – unlike 

anything that already exists in Victoria and exceeding visitor and 

resident expectations day in and day out.” 

Bruneau joins the Oak Bay Beach Hotel team with a background in the 

hospitality, marketing, architecture and culinary industries. 

“There’s really nothing comparable to Oak Bay Beach Hotel living,” said 

Bruneau. “Not only will it soon be Victoria’s premier resort destination, 

but for the lucky few, it will also be home. It’s such an honour to welcome 

our purchasers to the hospitality of hotel living right away and help them 

create a space that’s unique to their needs as well as beautiful.” 

As Victoria’s first luxury hotel and spa with private residences, some 

of the perks available to residents will be the unlimited use of the 

seaside, therapeutic mineral pool, fitness centre and spa; services from 

an on-staff sommelier and fine dining in The Dining Room; and 24-hour room 

service and concierge. Oak Bay Beach Hotel is being built to LEED Gold 

Standards and will operate at the highest level of the Green Key Eco-rating 

Program (North America’s recognized leader in sustainable hospitality 

operations). Pre-opening pricing starts at $350,000 Cdn (vacation hotel 



suites, ranging from 400-to 750-square-feet) and $1M Cdn (residences, 

ranging from 900- to 1,900-square-feet). 

For more information about Oak Bay Beach Hotel, visit 

www.oakbaybeachhotel.com or call 1-800-668-7758. 

About the Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

The new Oak Bay Beach Hotel is being completely rebuilt on the same 

spectacular oceanfront lot where the previous hotel sat for over 80 years. 

It will reopen as a 100-room hotel with 20 luxury residences and 100 

vacation hotel suites in spring 2012. Built to five-star standards, hotel 

and residential amenities include butler and housekeeping services, in- 

suite chefs, seaside therapeutic mineral pools, a spa and fitness centre, 

dinner theatre program and fine-dining restaurant. Not only is this 

Victoria’s first combination full-service luxury hotel and private 

residence, it is also the only commercial waterfront development in Oak 

Bay. 

Note to editors: high-res renderings of Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

interiors/exteriors are through SendtoNews. Historic photos of the 

original building are also available. 

Media Contacts: 

Brian Cant, Tartan Group: 250-592-3838, 250-896-3844 (cell) or 

brian@tartangroup.ca Deirdre Campbell, Tartan Group: 250-592-3838, 

250-882-9199 (cell) or deirdre@tartangroup.ca 

 



ACCOMMODATION

Each of our oversized rooms and suites feature 
comfortable furnishings that envelope you in 
warmth and coziness. Taking full advantage of 
the expansive ocean, residential and city views, 
each room features floor to ceiling windows 
and most have patios or balconies.

Guest Services & Amenities:

• 100 elegantly appointed rooms and 
suites

• English Country Manor House 
inspired decor and furnishings

• Spa bathtubs
• Fireplaces
• Either a kitchenette or full kitchen
• Flat screen televisions
• Wireless internet access
• Butler and Valet services
• 24-hour room service
• In-room Chefs available for private 

dinners prepared in your suite

Check-in: 2:00 pm
Check-out: 12:00 noon

SPA AND FITNESS 

The Baths at the Oak Bay Beach Hotel are 
something quite spectacular and should not be 
missed. Stimulate your circulatory system with 
a soak in our three warm mineral pools. 
Unwind with a rejuvenating spa treatment or 
reinvigorate yourself in our fitness facility. All 
located down at the oceans edge.

FOOD AND BEVERAGE

Enjoy a variety of dining options to suit your 
tastes:

The Dining Room

Pacific Northwest-inspired cuisine utilising 
locally sourced ingredients in a traditional fine 
dining setting overlooking stunning Haro Strait

The Snug Pub

Victoria’s first neighbourhood pub, the Snug is 
a beloved local haunt, serving traditional pub 
fare. Check out the best seaside patio in town!

Kate’s Café

A cozy street-side cafe serving fresh-baked 
treats, both sweet and savoury, light meals, 
barista beverages, and more.

ENTERTAINMENT & ACTIVITIES

Dinner Theatre

Supporting the local arts scene, our Dinner 
Theatre program is a long-standing tradition at 
the Oak Bay Beach Hotel. Shows running 
September through April.

Adventure Activities

Take advantage of our seaside location with a 
kayak, island hike, or whale-watching tour 
leaving from our dock through the summer.

Complimentary Shuttle to Downtown

For many more Victoria attractions & activities.

The Oak Bay Beach Hotel has been an 
iconic seaside hotel in Victoria BC since 
it was originally built in 1927. Having 
recently undergone a complete 
reconstruction (opening May 2012), this 
new boutique resort and spa honours 
its rich history and maintains its charm 
with several restored finishing materials 
and antiques that were saved from the 
old hotel building. Inspired by an 
English country manor house theme, 
this grand hotel is at once timelessly 
elegant and luxuriously welcoming. 

Located along what is known as the 
“golden mile” for its many mansions 
and estates, the hotel’s grounds stretch 
right down to the shores of the Pacific 
Ocean, with most rooms and suites 
offering expansive panoramic views of 
Haro Strait, the San Juan islands and 
the magnificent snowcapped Mt. Baker 
across the waters in Washington state. 

As in the past, guests are welcomed to 
make this hotel their “home away from 
home”. Enjoy fine dining in the Dining 
Room, take in a dinner theatre show or 
a movie in the purpose-built theatre, 
enjoy a morning coffee and pastry in 
Kate’s Cafe, of sip a pint of your 
favourite ale in the Snug Pub, a local 
icon in its own right, or relax in the 
seaside mineral pools, while watching 
whales breach offshore.

A selection of outdoor activities leaving 
right from the hotel’s own dock, will 
provide ample memories from your 
time spent in this special place.

We look forward to having you as our 
guest!

CONTACT US:

Oak Bay Beach Hotel
1175 Beach Drive
Victoria, British Columbia
Canada, V8S 2N2

Email: info@oakbaybeachhotel.com

Tel: 250.598.4556

Reservations: 1.800.668.7758

O A K B A Y B E A C H H O T E L . C O M



Full time hotel living by the sea 

captures record prices! Recent sale 

reaches $1,800 per square foot 

Posted on September 13, 2011 by Crystal  

Sept. 12, 2011, Victoria, BC – New sales heights are being set for 

Victoria, BC , thanks to the Oceanside neighbourhood of Oak Bay and 

developers of the newly renovated Oak Bay Beach Hotel, a $52M endeavor 

with private residences averaging in excess of $1,300 per square foot. 

Set to open its doors in the spring of 2012, eight of the iconic hotel’s 

20 private residences and 48 investment/vacation hotel suites have 

already been sold. 

“We’ve had great success in selling these units – a testament that 

speaks to the appetite for luxury hotel living in the Pacific Northwest,” 

said Kevin Walker, owner and developer of Oak Bay Beach Hotel. “Just 

recently, we completed a groundbreaking private residence sale that came 

in at $1,800 a square foot, and we have very strong interest for condos 

up to $2,000 per square foot. Price is rarely an issue for our clients 

who recognize we are offering the highest quality, in a distinctively 

unique building on a world class site, with views that take your breath 

away. This is the new gold standard for real estate.” 

July 2011 stats from the Victoria Real Estate Board show that Oak Bay has 

the highest selling prices in the Greater Victoria district, with $862,345 

as the average price for a single-family residence and $413,563 for a condo. 

Pre-opening pricing for Oak Bay Beach Hotel starts at $350,000 (vacation 

hotel suites, ranging from 400 to 750 square feet) and $1M (private 

residences, ranging from 900 to 1,900 square feet). 

“Every city has its signature property and in my mind the Oak Bay Beach 

Hotel is setting a new standard for luxury real estate in Victoria, 

comparable to Vancouver’s Shangri-La, The Fairmont Pacific Rim and newly 

opened Hotel Georgia,” says waterfront real estate specialist, Leslee 

Farrell. “While the waterfront location is incomparable to anything else 

on the market now and in the conceivable future, what truly sets this 

property apart is Kevin and Shawna Walker’s vision for lifestyle and 

hotel living.” 



The Oak Bay Beach Hotel is well on its way to completion, having just 

announced a May 25, 2012 grand opening gala weekend to be held in 

partnership with the David Foster Foundation, an organization that 

provides financial support to Canadian families with children in need of 

lifesaving organ transplants. With all weekend sales proceeds going to 

Foster’s foundation, the $5,000-a-head package includes private and 

VIP-seated concerts, the chance to rub shoulders with celebrity guests 

and full complimentary access to the hotel’s many amenities. 

Once open, the rebuilt English Manor House-inspired Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

will, once again, feature the once-loved Snug Pub and David Foster 

Foundation dinner theatre, with ticket sale proceeds also benefiting the 

Foundation. And to recapture the essence of the original 1920s hotel, 

developers have reused a number of materials, such as bricks, windows, 

beams and furniture, in the new hotel. 

As Victoria’s first luxury hotel and spa with private residences, some 

of the amenities available to residents and guests alike will be use of 

the seaside, therapeutic mineral pool, fitness centre and spa; services 

from an on-staff sommelierand fine dining at The Dining Room; 24-hour room 

service and concierge and onsite Adventure desk for planning activities. . 

For more information about purchasing a private residence or vacation 

hotel suite at the Oak Bay Beach Hotel, visit www.oakbaybeachhotel.com 

or call 1-800-668-7758. 

About the Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

The new Oak Bay Beach Hotel is being completely rebuilt on the same 

spectacular oceanfront lot where the previous hotel sat for over 80 years. 

It will reopen as a 100-room hotel with 20 luxury residences and 100 

vacation hotel suites in spring 2012. Built to five-star standards, hotel 

and residential amenities include butler and housekeeping services, in- 

suite chefs, seaside therapeutic mineral pools, a spa and fitness centre, 

dinner theatre program and fine-dining restaurant. Not only is this 

Victoria’s first combination full-service luxury hotel and private 

residence, it is also the only commercial waterfront development in Oak 

Bay. 

Note to editors: High-res renderings of Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

interiors/exteriors are available. Historic photos of the original 

building are also available. 

Media Contacts: 



Brian Cant, Tartan Group: 250-592-3838 or brian@tartangroup.ca Deirdre 

Campbell, Tartan Group: 250-592-3838, 250-882-9199 (cell) or 

deirdre@tartangroup.ca 

This entry was posted in Residency, Sales. Bookmark the permalink.  
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