
Where does one go for the best ex-
ample of that East Coast Ivy League 
look? Boston, of course.

“Four (members) of Polygon’s team 
and myself did make the trip to Boston 
and Martha’s Vineyard,” says Vancouver 
architect Keith Hemphill. “Having 
adopted a collegiate theme for the over-
all neighbourhood, we felt that it was 
important to go to the source for inspi-
ration. I believe we were able to distil the 
flavour of the campus environment into 
elements that we could translate into de-
sired character for this project.”

Elgin House, a collection of 139 one-
and two-bedroom homes in a four-level 
building, is the latest phase of Polygon’s 
413-home master-planned development
on 20 acres in South Surrey, appro-

priately called Harvard Gardens.

The Ivy League-inspired architecture 
is apparent everywhere on the site. Red 
brick facades, black wrought-iron rails, 
shutters and mullioned windows.

The theme is continued with the 
Rowing Club, a 9,000-squarefoot resort-
style facility serving as the social and 
recreational centre of the development.

Hemphill said the site is located on an 
active intersection that presented some 
challenges to access.

“After much consideration of how 
residents would come and go, we found 
the opportunity to create two new inter-
nal streets, which help to organize the 
neighbourhood and emphasize the colle-
giate character,” he said.

The project has attracted mainly local 
buyers, says Goldie Alam, senior vice-
president marketing for Polygon Realty 
Ltd.

“The buyers are a real mix of down-
sizers and first-time buyers, mostly from 
Surrey, with some from Langley,” she 
said, adding they are attracted by the 
lower price point and homes that are 
slightly smaller than comparable housing 
in White Rock.

Of the 139 homes, 111 fall into the 
two-bedroom, two-bathroom category, 
Alam said. There are also 18 one-
bedroom and flex space homes and eight 
two-bedroom and two-bathroom homes 
with flex space.

In contrast to the traditional exte-
riors, the homes’ interiors are distinctly 
modern with ninefoot ceilings and bright, 
airy exposures.
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The Rowing Club has a number of recreational
features for residents of all ages, including a 50-
foot swimming pool and whirlpool outside.
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