
Project location: 19557 64th Ave., 
Surrey Project size: 64 one- and twobe-
droom units Residence size: 498 - 835 
sq. ft Price: $149,900 - $199,900 Devel-
oper: Manorlane Homes Architect: Focus 
Architecture Interior designer: Gannon 
Ross Designs Sales centre: 19557 64th 
Ave., Surrey Hours: noon - 5 p.m., Sat -
Thurs Telephone: 604-539-YALE Website: 
yalebloc.com Occupancy: Fall 2016

The City of Surrey grew by more than 
70,000 people between 2006 and 2011, 
according to Statistics Canada, and if you 
take a drive east along 64th Avenue 
toward Willowbrook, there is no sign 
things have been slowing down since 
then.

With showrooms for new-home devel-
opments everywhere, there is plenty for 
buyers to choose from.

Yale Bloc, a condominium building of 
64 units that will eventually expand to 
become a 176-home development, is 
aimed squarely at young professionals 
looking for clean modern living within 
walking distance of local amenities.

For Tracy Burnett, who bought a unit 
with one bedroom and a den on the 
second floor, Yale Bloc represents excep-
tional value. Burnett should know. She’s 
a local realtor with more than a decade 
of experience in the industry.

“I love the design — it’s got a cool, 
hip vibe to it,” she said. “The pricing is 
fantastic, but the biggest thing is the 

location. I can walk to the mall or 
Superstore or Starbucks. There’s a bus 
route right out front. It’s so close to 
everything — very handy.”

The development will sit at the corner 
of 64th Avenue and 196th Street, right 
on the border between Surrey and Lang-
ley. Yale Bloc is at the heart of the 
Willowbrook neighbourhood, a 20-minute 
drive from the U.S. border and 50 mi-
nutes from downtown Vancouver.

Restaurants, shopping, entertainment 
and parks are all within walking distance. 
The neighbourhood includes a Canadian 
Tire and a Save-On-Foods, and such 
independent businesses as Heritage 
Meats and Willowbrook produce.
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Yale Bloc attracts 
first-time buyers

Manorlane Homes unveils first 
phase
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A rendering of Yale Bloc, a new housing project in
Surrey’s Willowbrook neighbourhood by devel-
oper Manorland Homes.
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Michelle Taylor of Frontline Real 
Estate Services, which is marketing the 
project on behalf of Manorlane Homes, 
says the majority of their customers 
have been first-time homebuyers, young 
professionals in their twenties and thir-
ties.

“We’re also finding parents pur-
chasing condos for their children who are 

still at home for the next several years,” 
Taylor added. “It’s an investment for 
them that they can then pass on to their 
kids after they finish university.”

The development will have an open 
courtyard linking three buildings to-
gether, with pathways, seating areas and 
landscaping throughout the grounds. The 
streetfront building will include retail 
space on the ground level, which Taylor 
expects to be taken up by local, inde-
pendent businesses.

“There’s a modern, downtown feel to 
the units and you’ll have everything and 
anything you need right at your doors-
tep; Willowbrook Mall is a short walk 
away,” Taylor said. “The commercial com-
ponent that will be coming to Yale Bloc is 
definitely an added bonus.”

Junior, one-bedroom units start at 
$149,900 and one-bedroom condos are 
priced from $179,900. For $199,900, 
buyers can own a two-bedroom condo. 
Units range from 498 to 835 square feet.

“I’ll get a nice deck and parking and a 
storage locker,” Burnett said. “I plan to 
live there for a bit and then rent it out 
eventually. I think it will be a great rental 
given the location, so it makes sense for 
me as an investment too. As a realtor it 
was a no-brainer for me.”

The units will have nine-foot ceilings, 
scroll loop carpeting by Beaulieu in the 
bedrooms and modern, Torlys wood lami-
nate flooring throughout the main levels. 
There will be hardwired smoke detectors, 
CO2 monitors and sprinkler systems in 
all the homes.

Kitchens feature two-tone cabinets 
with high-gloss, vertical grain doors and 
brushed nickel pulls. Quartzite coun-
tertops are complemented with marble 
tile backsplashes and pendant lighting. 
There are stainless steel sinks with dual-
spray, single-lever Grohe faucets and 
Garburators. All the Whirlpool appliances 
— refrigerators, dishwashers, electric 
ranges and microwaves — are included. 
Every unit also comes with a stacking 
washer and dryer.

Ensuite bathrooms have frameless 
glass shower doors, a level of luxury that 

is rare in condos at this price level. Main 
bathrooms feature Maxx Exhibit bathtubs 
with tile surrounds, rectangular sinks and 
wall sconce lighting. There’s tile flooring, 
laminate cabinetry and soft-close hard-
ware.

The show home has flooring with a 
cutting-edge, whitewashed look. Taylor 
said it was a gamble for the designers, 
but is proving very popular with buyers, 
who can choose one of two colour 
schemes for their home.

“It was a tough decision when it came 
to the colour scheme because I love that 
natural look they have in the show home, 
but I decided in the end I’m going with 
the classic grey,” Burnett said. “The units 
look really contemporary to me with the 
slanted roofs and the big windows. I just 
thought it was a cool little place and a 
great location, so I nabbed one.”

The show home opened in the middle 
of March and at the time of writing, more 
than 40 per cent of the units had been 
sold. The homes are scheduled to be 
completed in the second half of 2016.
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Yale Bloc attracts first-time buyers

Young profe ssionals ar e among purchasers a t
Yale Bloc.

Buyers can choose fr om two colour  schemes for
their h omes, which ar e s cheduled t o be c om-
pleted in the second half of 2016.

Kitchens will be fitted with two-tone cabinets fea-
turing high- gloss, vert ical-grain doors an d
brushed nickel pulls. Counters will be topped with 
quartzite.
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