
The View at 1212

Project address: 1212 Hunter Rd., 
Tsawwassen Project location: Tsaw-
wassen Developer: Unitech Architect: 
Lubor Trubka Associate Architects Inte-
rior design: Kimberley Williams Interiors 
Project size: 19 two- to- four- bedroom 
condominium homes Residence size: 
1,785 — 2,750 sq. ft ( plus decks mea-
suring 650 — 1,184 sq. ft) ( Remaining 
homes measure 1,785 — 2,104 sq. ft) 
Price: $ 979,900 — $ 1,204,900 ( for re-
maining homes)

Sales centre: 1195 — 56th St., Tsaw-
wassen Hours: weekends 1 p. m. — 4 p. 
m. or by appointment Telephone: 604-
908- 6661 Website: theviewat1212.com 
Occupancy: Estimated December 2015

Rick Boates is more than a little ex-
cited when he describes his residential 
project now taking shape above the 18th 
hole at Tsawwassen’s Beach Grove Golf 
Club.

No wonder. Boates has been so taken 
with the development — a 19- unit, five-

level building that takes in views of the 
golf course, the waters of Boundary Bay 
and Mount Baker — that he bought a 
residence himself.

Boates, who has called Tsawwassen 
home for some 25 years, will be trading 
in his large single- family home for a unit 
that’s also unquestionably large — by 
condo standards.

At 2,400 square feet, it has four bed-
rooms and two bathrooms, and will offer 
him a couple of things he doesn’t have 
now: Spectacular outlooks and a reprieve 
from those home- maintenance head-
aches.

“I’m just really excited about not 
working on my house one day out of 
every weekend all year long,” Boates 
says. “That’s really what it’s all about.”

“It” is The View at 1212, a project 
that represents a first for Boates’ com-
pany, Unitech.

Also Tsawwassen- based, it has so far 
been involved in construction manage-
ment, with credits that include municipal, 
educational and recreational facilities, 
and such high- profile undertakings as 
the Duke Point ferry terminal and Van-
couver’s temporary Empire Field sta-
dium, built to house the B. C. Lions and 
Whitecaps during their 2010 and 2011 
seasons.

“But this is the first one where we’ve 
been the owners, where we’ve been the 
developer,” he says.

Without question, says Boates, it was 
the location — three municipal lots on 
Tsawwassen’s Hunter Road — that 
prompted him to make this his develop-
mental debut.

“We’ve built in a lot of places and 
location is everything,” he says.

“We could see that this is a special 
site. That’s what attracted us to it.”

Given their size — homes measure up 
to 2,750 square feet, with eastfacing 

decks that add up to another 1,184 
square feet of living space — the resi-
dences will represent something not 
before seen in the region, Boates says.

“We took a big risk because what 
we’re building there wasn’t a market for 
— because there was no product. There 
is some product like this in Vancouver 
and West Van, but nowhere south of the 
river had anyone been building 1,785- to 
2,800- square- foot units.

“We thought: ‘ We have a special site 
and we’re going to put a special building 
on it.’ ”

Among those special features is a 
design that will see each level stepped 
back eight feet from the one beneath it, 
thereby maximizing the amount of sun-
light on the decks — something residents 
of “sunny Tsawwassen” are sure to 
appreciate.

Inside, homes will be fitted with huge 
floor- to- ceiling windows, again, to take 
full advantage of the outlooks.

Display vignettes in The View’s 
presentation centre illustrate some of the 
high- end finishings on offer. Kitchens 
will be fitted with Thermador gas ranges, 
integrated refrigerators, builtin micro-
waves and Energy Star dishwashers, and 
showcase solid quartz counters, double-
bowl sinks and fullheight tiled back-
splash.

Open- concept living areas — clearly 
designed with entertaining in mind — will 
have fireplaces with a ledgestone front 
and brushed- oak engineered flooring. 
Master suites will have sizable walk- in 
closets and ensuites that feature heated 
flooring, frameless glass showers, and in 
most cases, freestanding bathtubs.

Two colour schemes — “sand” and 
“beechwood” — are on offer, inspired by 
the proximity to the golf course, the 
ocean and the beaches.
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Tsawwassen units just the right size

The View at 1212 intended for those who want plenty of space, inside and out
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The View at 1212 features open- concept living 
areas, clearly designed with entertaining in mind.

The View at 12 12 by Unitech on Tsawwassen’s 
Hunter Road features stepped levels to maximize 
the amount of sunlight on units’ decks.
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In many ways, Boates typifies those 
who have so far purchased homes at The 
View at 1212, which is but a stroll from 
Tsawwassen’s dike trails, coffee shops 
and grocery stores.

Of the 19 units, nine have been sold, 
primarily to people in their early 50s and 
older. The fact that The View offers a 
“lock- and- leave” lifestyle is part of the 
attraction, says Boates, who has prop-
erty on Vancouver Island and in the Oka-
nagan and enjoys frequent trips to 
Zihuatanejo, Mexico.

Buyers, Boates says, aren’t “down-
sizing” as much as they are “right sizing” 
— finding a space, in other words, that’s 
an ideal fit.

“We felt there are lots of people 
around who have enjoyed having a very 
spacious, very lovely detached home, but 
are getting to the age where they want 
to start to travel a bit more. They want 
to lock the door and go to Phoenix or 
Mexico or Europe or wherever for a few 
months at a time.

“A house is a lot of work, and it’s a lot 
of maintenance and worry. And we 
thought that those people don’t want to 
go into a standard, 12- foot module 
apartment. ... Perhaps they have a 
4,000- square- foot home. And 1,400 
square feet is not the right size.”

Keith McGee would be able to relate 
to what Boates is saying. The 57- yea-
rold, a partner in a personal injury liti-
gation firm in downtown Vancouver, lives 
in a waterfront home in Tsawwassen’s 
Beach Grove neighbourhood, but will be 
relocating to The View.

He and his wife have three children in 
their 20s — the youngest of whom is still 

at home — and were attracted to the Un-
itech project for several reasons: the 
concrete construction, the central loca-
tion and, of course, the outlooks.

“The View also maintains our view to 
the east that we enjoy from our current 
home. Waking up to the sun rising over 
Mount Baker is pretty spectacular,” 
McGee says.

As to lifestyle considerations? McGee 
echoes Boates’ sentiments.

“Leaving Tsawwassen was not an 
option for my wife and I,” McGee says. 
“This is a move to a lock- andleave resi-
dence, which will suit our plans to travel 
more and more as time goes on.

“This is our community, where we are 
involved in our social and volunteer 
activities — things we plan to continue 
after retirement. People move here to 
retire. Why would you leave?”
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The presentation centre laundry room showcases 
porcelain- tile flooring, high- gloss cabinetry and
Maytag front- loading washer and dryer.

Left: An ample kitchen island will make for easy
entertaining. Top ri ght: Ensuite bathrooms will
feature heated flooring, frameless glass showers 
and, in most ca ses, free- standing tubs. Above: 
Openconcept living areas will have fireplaces with 
a ledgestone front and brushed- oak engineered 
flooring.
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