




Fully-Loaded Kitchens
  Clean and contemporary  U-shaped kitchen with generous counter space
  Luxurious 1 1/4” quartzite slab countertops
  Blanco stainless steel drop-in sink
  GreenGuard Certifi ed and Eco-Friendly Greenlam cabinets doors and drawer fronts
  Sleek, modern, brushed nickel hardware
  Soft close cabinet doors
  Under cabinet puck lighting
  Stainless Steel appliances
  -  Samsung counter depth Energy Star bottom mount refrigerator 
  -  Frigidaire range with gas cooktop and oven
  -  Energy Star Frigidaire Precision dishwasher
  -  Sakura deluxe range hood with turbo fan
  Samsung high effi ciency front loading washer with stackable dryer
  Solid, rectifi ed porcelain fl oor tiles 
  Matte white backsplash tiles for a clean, minimal look
  Rough-in for waste disposal system

Soothing Bathrooms
  Polished chrome Taymor bathroom hardware
  American Standard 4.8Lpf/1.28gpf high effi ciency toilet with elongated bowl
  Ceramic rectangular drop-in white sink
  High gloss soaker tub with clean modern lines
  Faux marble ceramic tub splash tile
  Polished chrome Moen Level Collection faucets 

Inviting Interiors
  Three warm, modern, and neutral colour palettes to choose from to personalize your space
  Metropolitan Evoke laminate fl ooring throughout living and dining
  Stain-resistant and recyclable 100% BCF Nylon carpet 
  Masonite Saddlebrook 1 panel door with V-Groove Planks with Taymor satin nickel hardware

Peace of Mind
  2-5-10 Travelers Gurantee Home Warranty
  Modern rainscreen technology

















The Gardens - 182 homes, 2 4-storey 

buildings 10640 No.5 Road, Richmond 

LIFESTYLE COMMUNITY WITH RESIDENTIAL FRIENDLY 

AMENITIES, SHOPS, STORES AND RESTAURANTS  

Sun  

Monday, January, 23, 2012  

   

The appliance and home decor package for The Gardens clearly shows Townline

抯 environmental considerations   
 

With thousands of hectares of fertile soil set 

aside for farming thanks to the Agricultural 

Land Reserve, it's entirely fitting that 

Richmond is known as the Garden City. And 

in the 1980s, Richmond's biggest tourist 

attraction was the Biblical theme park known 

as Fantasy Gardens. 

Located close to Highway 99 and Steveston 

Road, Fantasy Gardens has gone through 

two ownership changes since that time, with 

Richmond-based Town-line Homes 

purchasing the property in 2006. The 22 acre 

site has been renamed The Gardens and is 

 

GreenGuard Certified Greenlam cabinets and doors, 

with high efficiency Energy star stainless steel 

appliances. 



starting to attract a lot of positive attention. 

Chris Colbeck, Vice-President of Sales and 

Marketing for Townline says, "One of the very 

exciting aspects of this project was the 

extensive and cooperative community 

participation in the planning process to create 

a vision for this very unique South Richmond 

community. From the thoughtful input in the 

12 acre natural gardens to the overall site 

plan, local involvement by the residents was 

great." 

 

 

That's not to say that all of the old Fantasy Gardens will be removed from the site. The famous 

castle entrance - a replica of the Couverdon castle that was given to British Columbia as part 

of the Expo 86 celebration and later moved to Fantasy Gardens - will be turned into a 

Richmond city-owned community day care facility that will serve young families living in The 

Gardens and the surrounding neighbourhood. 

Perhaps the most exciting aspect of the Gardens is that more than half of the site - 12 out of 22 

acres - will be transformed into a combination of parkland and gardens that has been officially 

turned over to the city of Richmond for the enjoyment of everyone. Over 800 mature trees 

have been liberated from the coarse underbrush and will be lovingly landscaped by the City of 

Richmond's award-winning Parks and Recreation department team. 

There will be a total of five gardens on-site. Influenced by Richmond's rich farming heritage, 

the Play Gardens will be an open, green space specifically built for children to discover, play 

games, and run free. The agricultural theme is expanded on the Farm Gardens, an acreage 

that has been set aside for lo-cal area residents who want to try their hand at cultivating their 

own fresh, organic food. The Secret Garden is perfect for the simple beauty of doing nothing at 

all, just thinking, meditating, reading or admiring the lush scenery, while the Celebration 

Garden will host birthdays, picnics, anniversaries and other special occasions. A refurbished 

barn will offer program space for gardening classes and workshops, and the garden will be 

irrigated using stormwater run-off. 

There are many other attractions to living at The Gardens as well. Colbeck continues: "The 

uniqueness of this South Richmond location is wonderful. This is one of the least congested 

parts of Richmond, but it has all the conveniences a resident could ever need. In addition to 

The Gardens being its own lifestyle community with residential friendly amenities, shops, 

stores and restaurants, it is also close to major roads and emerging shopping centres and the 

Richmond Public Library, which has become a real community gathering place. South 

Richmond has never seen a master plan community quite like this and we are finding many of 

our future residents are moving from other areas of Richmond." 



Homeowners will also have exclusive access to the 6,000 square foot Gardens Club that will 

feature a fitness centre, gymnasium for badminton and basket-ball, plus a meeting room. 

Ironwood Plaza and Coppersmith Mall are just across the street, with Riverport multiplex 

entertainment centre only a short drive away. To the north, downtown Richmond offers 

incredible shopping, restaurants, caf 閟, and karaoke bars. kingswood, daniel Woodward, and 

the Richmond Christian School are close by. 

The Gardens is being constructed to the very highest standards by Town-line, a Richmond 

based company with a proven track record of working with communities in the Lower Mainland 

and Vancouver Island. Their portfolio includes single-family homes, market and non-market 

multi-family housing, urban in-fill, heritage restoration, mixed use and commercial/retail 

developments. Townline's partner TA Group is a global organization that constantly sets new 

benchmarks for quality lifestyle and living. 

Townline is at the forefront of the industry in developing sustainable solutions and creating 

communities that have a sense of place as opposed to merely being a collection of buildings. 

The appliance and home decor package for The Gardens clearly shows Townline's 

environmental considerations. kitchens feature GreenGuard Certified Greenlam cabinets and 

doors, with high efficiency Energy Star stainless steel appliances. The interior space floor 

covering utilizes stain-resistant and recyclable 100% BCF nylon carpet. Quartzite slab 

counter-tops, a stainless steel drop-in sink, and brushed nickel hardware, and solid, rectified 

floor tiles round out the kitchen feature set. 

The first phase of housing at the Gardens consists of 182 homes in two four storey 

buildings-Magnolia (only 20 percent remain) and Azalea in addition to approximately 60,000 

square feet of neighbourhood-friendly commercial and retail space. One bedrooms start from 

$238,800 and two bedrooms from $309,800, including the net sales (HST/GST) tax. 

Presentation Centre located at 10640 no.5 road, richmond open daily 12-5pm, except for 

fridays t. 604.271.3331 E. info@liveatthegardens.ca 

A refurbished barn will offer program space for gardening classes 

� Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun 

 



by Kerry Vital

If you’re looking to get away while 
still being in the middle of everything, 
Townline’s Th e Gardens in Richmond 
will be just the place for you.

Th e development’s fi rst residential 
project, Magnolia, is only the beginning 
of this amazing space.

“Th e Gardens is unique in the sense 
that you will be away from it all, but ... 
everything you will need is at your door 
step,” says Townline’s Vice-President of 
Sales and Marketing Chris Colbeck.

Magnolia will be a four-storey 
building with three levels of residential, 
anchored by retail space on the bottom 
fl oor. A total of 92 apartment homes 
will be released, and sales will be 
starting soon. Colbeck is expecting a 
great turnout.

“Based on the the unique purchasing 
opportunity that Th e Gardens provides, 
the interest from the public has been 
phenomenal,” he says. “Th e fact the 
purchasers will essentially have a 12-
acre natural garden at their doorstep is 
an amazing attraction that (they) will 
not fi nd elsewhere.”

Floorplans range from 485 to 919 
square feet, and are available in a 
variety of one-bedroom and two-
bedroom fl oorplans.

While each home has its own unique 

charm, all of them have a plethora 
of amazing features. Prospective 
homeowners who have stopped into the 
presentation centre have no shortage 
of compliments. “(Th ey) are loving the 
suite layout and the stylish West Coast 
homes and architecture,” Colbeck says.

Every kitchen will be built in 
a modern U-shape, which gives 
homeowners a large amount of counter 
space so you’ll never need to worry 
about where to put anything. Luxurious 
quartzite slab countertops and matte 
white backsplash tiles combine for 
a sleek, contemporary look, as if a 
splash of sauce will never mar the cool 
perfection. A stainless-steel appliance 
suite is ready for all your cooking 
needs, and soft -close cabinets with 
brushed nickel hardware and under-
cabinet puck lighting are seamlessly 
integrated into the entire design.

Bathrooms at Magnolia are built to 
be soothing and serene. Soaker tubs are 
included, and faux marble ceramic tub 
splash tiles are the perfect complement. 

Polished-chrome faucets by Moen are 
standard, in addition to the hardware 
by Taymor and a ceramic drop-in white 
sink that brings to mind a luxury hotel 
bathroom.

Buyers at Th e Gardens will have 
access to Th e Gardens Club, which will 
hold a badminton court, ping pong, 
basketball hoops, a meeting room and a 
fully equipped gym.

Situated on the site of the former 
Fantasy Gardens, only a castle is still 
standing at Th e Gardens. Th e castle, 
a replica of Coevorden Castle in the 
Netherlands that was given to the 
city for Expo 86, will be turned into a 
daycare centre.

Th e Gardens is impossibly close to 
everything a homeowner will need, 
from shopping to restaurants. Across 
the street from the Ironwood and 
Coppersmith shopping centres, Th e 
Gardens is also close to excellent public 
and private schools, and is minutes 
away from the Canada Line. Residents 
looking for entertainment will fi nd it 
at Riverport, where they will discover 
the SilverCity movie theatres, Th e Zone 
bowling alley and WaterMania pool, 
just a few minutes away by car.

Homes at Magnolia start at 
$218,800 for a one-bedroom. For more 
information visit liveatthegardens.ca or 
call 604-271-3331.

Submitted photos
Homeowners at Townline’s Magnolia at The Gardens will always be surrounded by luxury, from the laminate fl ooring in the living and dining areas 
to the soft elegance of the master bedrooms.

Magnolia is growing 
in Richmond

‘The interest from the public has been phenomenal’

18th annual Parade of Renovated Homes a success

GVHBA puts home renos on display 
Renovators and their clients from 

throughout the Lower Mainland came out to 
strut their stuff  last month.

Th e Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ 
Association (GVHBA) held its 18th annual 
Parade of Renovated Homes on June 12, 
which saw 12 homes with recently completed 
projects opened to the public. GVHBA 
President and CEO Peter Simpson describes 
the event as a big success, with each home 
averaging between 180 and 200 visits and 
some receiving as many as 265.

Contractors were on hand to explain 
the projects to prospective clients, while 
homeowners got a chance to show off  their 
snazzy new digs.

“Th ey enjoyed it as much as the folks who 
were touring,” Simpson says. “Everybody 

seemed to be quite happy, they got lots of 
ideas.”

With Lower Mainland homeowners set to 
spend $4.4 billion on renovations this year, 
Simpson says the parade was a great way for 
homeowners to fi nd inspiration for their own 
houses and also meet contractors.

“I view it as a great success as an awareness 
event, where people can see how renovations 
should be done,” he says.

Simpson says the visitors left  with lots of 
ideas for renovations in their own homes.

“Th ey could see that their dreams for their 
homes are quite doable,” he says. “Th ey left  
enthused to go home and start their process.”

Th ose who missed the event can visit www.
gvhba.org for information on the projects and 
tips on starting your own renovation.

JULY 7/2011

“ Everything 
you will need 
is at your 

doorstep,” says Townline’s 
Vice-President of Sales and 
Marketing Chris Colbeck.
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS | H10

Affordability factor

Bob Ransford looks at the high cost 
of housing in the Lower Mainland 
and the factors that may influence 
future decisions that affect 
affordability.

STRATIFIED | H4

Efficiencies for strata

Suzanne Morphet questions why StrataDocs – 
software that allows property managers to 
upload strata documents on line so realtors can 
download paperwork instantly — is not yet the 
industry standard.

OUT OF TOWN PROPERTIES | H11

Luxurious lakefront living

Located on the west shore of Lake Osoyoos 
and at the foot of Main Street in the 
Okanagan town, centre, Watermark Beach 
Resort offers strata-titled full ownership in a 
luxury resort-hotel. 

H

WESTCOASTHOMES

The Gardens, 
a mixed-use 
development 
taking shape 
on the former 
Fantasy Gardens 
site in Richmond, 
will eventually 
include about 575 
homes, a child-
care centre and 
some 12 acres 
of public park 
space. The first 
182 homes — the 
neighbourhood’s 
first phase — will 
be in two four-
storey buildings 
facing Steveston 
Highway.

NEW-HOME PROJECT PROFILE: MAGNOLIA AT THE GARDENS

BY FELICITY STONE

S
leeping Beauty’s castle was sur-
rounded by thorns for 100 years. 
Happily, it took a lot less time for 

the castle at the former Fantasy Gardens 
in Richmond to emerge from the bram-
bles. Purchased by Townline Homes in 
2006, it has been preserved as part of 
The Gardens mixed-use development 

going on sale in early July.
When Townline obtained the former 

amusement park and botanical gar-
dens at Steveston Highway and No. 5 
Road, the property was in a sorry state 
of disrepair. Although many buildings 
could not be saved, the castle, a rep-
lica of Coevorden Castle in the Neth-
erlands given to Vancouver for Expo 
86, will be refurbished as part of a 
37-child daycare centre. 

Born and raised in Richmond, 
Townline Homes president Rick Ilich 
and planning and development man-
ager Lauren Ilich knew first-hand the 
significance of the gardens to local 
residents. They held numerous pub-
lic information sessions and worked 
with the community to develop the 
vision for the site. “The whole theme 
of it is Richmond being the garden 
city,” says Lauren Ilich. “Part of it, too, 

is people wanted the name The Gar-
dens because it represented the gar-
den city.” 

Fantasy Gardens is best known as 
the one-time home of Bill Vander 
Zalm while he was the colourful pre-
mier of B.C. from 1986 to 1991. He and 
his wife, Lillian, who had bought the 
gardens in 1984 and turned it into an 
eclectic amusement park with medi-
eval building facades and Biblical-

themed gardens, sold to Asiaworld 
(Canada) Development Corp. of Tai-
wan in 1991.

Richmond residents had fond mem-
ories of the old botanical gardens and
wanted the trees and the greenery to 
remain. Some also hoped the castle 
would be saved.

STORY CONTINUES, H7 
PHOTO GALLERY, H6

Gardens set to blossom
Townline Homes has set forth to revise and revive a distinct part of The Garden City’s landscape

PHOTOS BY WAYNE LEIDENFROST/PNG
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Magnolia at The Gardens
Project size: First release of 92  
apartment homes 
Residence size: 1 bedroom, 1 bath; 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath; 2 bedrooms, 2 baths; 
481 — 920 sq. ft. 
Price: From the low $200,000s 
Developer: Townline Group of 
Companies and TA Development One 
(Canada) Ltd.
Architect: Raymond Letkeman 
Architects Inc.
Interior Design: I3 Design
Sales Centre: 10640 No. 5 Road, 
Richmond
Hours: noon — 5 p.m., Sat — Thur
Telephone: 604-271-3331
Email: info@liveatthegardens.ca
Warranty: 2/5/10 Travelers Guarantee 
Web: www.liveatthegardens.com
Occupancy: December 2013

NEW-HOME PROJECT PROFILE: MAGNOLIA AT THE GARDENS

PHOTOS BY WAYNE LEIDENFROST/PNG
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Castle moves 
to a new 
location

Townline has moved the castle to 
a new location next to No. 5 Road. A 
modern addition is being used as The 
Gardens sales centre, but the complete 
5,000-square-foot space will eventu-
ally be equipped as a child-care centre 
and given to the City of Richmond to 
operate. The castle itself is still under-
going restoration.

Townline will also give the city 12 
acres of the almost 22-acre site for 
a public park. The company, which 
is devoting $1.239 million to park 
improvements, has cleared away 
mountains of brambles to reveal the 
bones of the garden, including more 
than 800 mature trees. The park will 
become a series of gardens; a play and 
display garden, a children’s play area 
based on farm themes reflecting Rich-
mond’s agricultural roots, a formal yet 
secluded ceremonial garden, and a 
contemplative and secret garden. 

Another area, the farm garden, will 
have allotments for growing food and 
flowers. “This is a place where, if you 
lived here, you could actually go and 
pick your carrots out of the ground,” 
says Lauren Ilich. “It’s building on 
the 100-mile diet, but really with this 
development it’ll be the 100-metre 
diet.” An old red barn will offer pro-
gram space for gardening classes and 
workshops. A pond will be enlarged to 
collect stormwater run-off for use as 
garden irrigation. 

“One of the things that makes us 
different than any other site in Rich-
mond is you’ve got the gardens next 
door, but it’s not a hard edge,” says 
Ilich. “The gardens are seamlessly 
integrated into the development.” 
There will be a landscaped greenway 
around the edge, a multipurpose trail, 
plazas, pocket parks and a Christmas 
tree that can be lit up.

The remaining 9.7 acres will accom-
modate several low-rise mixed-use 
buildings and a free-standing restau-
rant serving as a gateway to the com-
munity. “The city really wanted to see 
some prominent architecture on the 
key corner to make sure that this was 
something that really welcomed the 
city into this south Richmond area,” 
says Townline’s vice-president of 
development, Steve Jedreicich. 

The corner section of the building 
at No. 5 Road and Steveston Highway 
will have floor-to-ceiling windows with 
panes of coloured glass overlooking a 
plaza with water features, benches and 
public art. Architect Ray Letkeman’s 
creative use of windows — coloured 
glazing, glass walls, staggered place-
ment and clerestories under raised 
roof sections — adds interest and 
sophistication throughout the con-
temporary building design. The roof 
pop-ups also mean 11-foot ceilings in 
some top-floor homes.

The first 182 homes — the neigh-
bourhood’s first phase — will be in two 
four-storey buildings with commercial 
space and amenities on the ground 
floor, including a 35,000-square-foot 
grocery store in one building and a 
5,605-square-foot fitness centre in the 
other. The glass-fronted fitness centre, 
which will include a large indoor gym 
with basketball and badminton courts, 
will add vibrancy and visual interest 
along Steveston Highway. There will 
also be showers and bicycle storage 
for commercial workers who bike to 
work and a couple of co-op car spaces 
so residents will need fewer cars.

The residential units start on the sec-
ond floor, where the garden theme is 
carried onto a roof garden above the 
retail floor. This will be a secure com-
mon area with lawns and patio furniture 
for the building’s residents, as well as 
providing private patios for second-floor 
homes facing the courtyard. Homes on 
the two top floors will have balconies, 
like the one in the display suite.

The one-bedroom, one-bath display 
suite packs a lot into its 585 square 
feet. Like all homes in Magnolia at 
The Gardens, the first building to go 
on sale, it has a U-shaped kitchen with 
quartzite slab countertops, Greenlam 
cabinet doors, cabinet underlighting, 
tiled backsplash and floor, and stain-
less steel appliances, including a gas 
range. The bathroom, accessible from 
the main living area and the bedroom 
via a walk-through closet, includes 
a laundry area with a front-loading 
washer and dryer. 

Smart space-stretching ideas from I3 
Design include underlit cabinets above 
the bed and shallow cabinets used as 
nightstands either side of the bed. In 
the living area, shelving units provide 
storage while defining the dining and 
sitting areas.

The ultimate plan is for about 575 
homes at build-out. “We start with a 
couple of buildings, and then slowly 
but surely, the whole neighbourhood 
really starts to come together,” says 
Steve Jedreicich. 

Special to The Sun

NEW-HOME PROJECT PROFILE: MAGNOLIA AT THE GARDENS
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An illustration of The Gardens, Townline Homes’ new 
community in Richmond. This building on Steveston 
Highway is Magnolia at The Gardens, the fi rst 
building to go on sale.
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Magnolia at The Gardens - former Fantasy Gardens 

in Richmond - by Townline Group 

Townline Homes has set forth to revise and revive a distinct part of The 

Garden City landscape Felicity Stone

Sun

Saturday, June, 25, 2011









































From: The Gardens - Tower 1 [mailto:info@liveatthegardens.com]  
Sent: June 8, 2011 5:23 PM 
To: mml 
Subject: Join us at The Gardens Realtors' Preview! 
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Fantasy Gardens couldn’t have a better owner

Fantasy Gardens couldn’t have a better owner 

As the vision and plan for Fantasy Gardens is 
being developed, I am very uplifted that this 
property’s new owner is Rick Ilich, president of 
Townline Homes. 

Here is a developer with sensitivities toward 
site impacts on people, traffic, heritage and the 
environment. If anyone is able to make it work 
from a business point of view, it is him. His 
thinking is way ahead of its time, and his 
company is known to be able to handle difficult 
sites with great consideration. 

B.C. Business issue June 2008 features Rick 
Ilich under “High Profile” as saying: “As a 
builder, I do tend to get excited about some of 
the things we build.” It speaks about his 
passion to develop heritage buildings like the 
iconic Hudson’s Bay building in Victoria. The magazine states: “For Ilich, who made headlines this spring 
with the announcement of plans to develop the Fantasy Garden site in Richmond, a passion for 
development obviously goes beyond simply squeezing the most dollars out of a parcel of land.” This is a 
wonderful compliment coming from his business peers. 

In the mid 1990s, Townline Homes received an award from the city for the successful townhouse 
development of a “most difficult site” at Dover Crescent, a site which borders the major intersections of No. 
2 Road and Westminster Highway. Today, few people know that Rick Ilich’s townhouses at Dover feature 
closets that fit elevator kits to make the second floor wheelchair accessible. Few people know that the view 
corridors that run through the development have linear textured stones installed to guide the seeing 
impaired. 

Or that his townhouses were the first townhouses in Richmond, as far as I know in the Lower Mainland, to 
have a recycling facility installed. At the time there was no recycling available for townhouses or 
apartments. 

I know this because I worked with him on a citizens committee for the Dover development. 

Mr. Ilich has a real can-do attitude, he is innovative and co-operative. Plus he is a “home-grown” 
Richmondite we all should be proud of. At Fantasy Gardens, he has a variety of mixed uses and OCP 
guidelines to work with, and with his invitation of citizens’ input, I trust him to make good and smart 
decisions. 

Erika Simm 

Richmond 
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Rick Ilich is poised to redevelop the Fantasy Gardens site. 
Mark Patrick photo 
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At first blush, Rick Ilich's plans to redevelop Fanstasy Gardens look
good. Fond though some of us may be of Bill Vander Zalm's quaint
Dutch fantasyland, it has become a bit of an embarrassment.
BY RICHMOND NEWS MAY 9, 2008

At first blush, Rick Ilich's plans to redevelop Fanstasy Gardens look good. Fond though some of us may
be of Bill Vander Zalm's quaint Dutch fantasyland, it has become a bit of an embarrassment.

When the world arrives in 2010 for the Winter Olympics, is this really what Richmond wants to present
to visitors arriving on our southern doorstep -- a kitschy Coombs-like ghost-town theme park? It's a bit
like sending the senile old aunt to the door to greet important guests. Almost anything would be better
than what is there now, some might say.

But Fantasy Gardens is truly a special needs piece of real estate. It stands at the corner of No. 5 Road
and Steveston Highway, the bottleneck through which George Massey Tunnel traffic is squeezed. So
there's that. And there's this: Half the land is in the Agricultural Land Reserve, and it stands right on the
line the city has drawn between rural and urban Richmond.

The city is loath to allow residential development at this corner, for good reason. Apart from the traffic
concerns it would generate, there are fears that it would be the thin edge of the wedge that would see
high-density residential development creeping up No. 5 Road.

Ilich is well aware of the property's challenges, and has therefore offered what sounds like a pretty
sweet deal. In most residential developments, the most the city gets for parkland is five per cent. Ilich is
offering 50 per cent, although it's not clear whether this would be a straight trade for rezoning and
density. Throw in some community gardens and fix some of the traffic problems, and he just might have
the public sold on the project.

© (c) CanWest MediaWorks Publications Inc.



Fantasy Garden World, the Richmond theme park once owned by
former premier Bill Vander Zalm and now fallen into disrepair, could
soon be redeveloped.
BY THE VANCOUVER SUN SEPTEMBER 26, 2009

Fantasy Garden World, the Richmond theme park once owned by former premier Bill Vander Zalm and
now fallen into disrepair, could soon be redeveloped.

Rick Ilich's Townline Homes has received the unanimous support of Richmond's planning committee for
first reading of a request to rezone the site, at No. 5 Road and Steveston Highway, from botanical
garden and service station to comprehensive development.

The 8.5-hectare site would be developed for multiple uses, including 550 housing units.

More than half the site is agricultural land and would be developed as a public botanical park and urban
gardens.

The potential also exists for a boutique grocery store, a pharmacy, medical/dental offices, one or two
restaurants, and one coffee shop.

An estimated 25 to 50 affordable units would be included, along with a child-care facility.

Vander Zalm paid $1.7 million in 1984 for the property and sold it for $16 million in 1991 to billionaire
Tan Yu's Asiaworld (Canada) Development Corp. The family of the late Tan Yu put the property up for
sale in 2007.

Vander Zalm resigned as premier in 1991 after four and a half years in office when a provincial conflict-
of-interest report found he had mixed private business with his public office in the sale of the gardens.

He was charged with criminal breach of trust but found not guilty in B.C. Supreme Court in 1992.

The court ruled that while Vander Zalm had put himself in a conflict of interest, he was not a criminal.

Richmond's planning committee has asked staff to see if the castle on the property, a replica of
British-born Capt. George Vancouver's ancestral home in Coevorden in the northeastern Netherlands,
which was donated by the Dutch for Expo 86, could be spared during the redevelopment.

Vander Zalm bought the castle and had it barged in 1987 to Fantasy Garden World.

Neither Vander Zalm nor Ilich could be reached Friday.

lpynn@vancouversun.com

© (c) CanWest MediaWorks Publications Inc.
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BY GLENDA LUYMES, THE PROVINCE MARCH 24, 2011

The castle at Fantasy Gardens in Richmond is ready to move again to its new home.
Photograph by: wayne leidenfrost, PNG

A new fantasy is becoming reality on the ruins of Fantasy Gardens in Richmond.

And next week, an iconic part of the old gardens — the replica of the Netherlands’ Coeverden Castle,
the ancestral home of Capt. George Vancouver — will be moved 200 feet to a new site fronting No. 5
Road and welcoming visitors to a huge public park and townhouse development.

It will be the second time the castle, which was given to the people of Vancouver by the city of
Coeverden, has been moved. In the wake of Expo 86, it was barged and transported to its current site
in Fantasy Gardens.

The move will be nostalgic for some of the people in charge of transporting it, said Garry Hands,
operations manager with Nickel Bros. House Moving. The company moved the castle to the gardens in
March 1987. It remains one of the most unique buildings they’ve ever had a hand in transporting.

“We still have several employees who helped with the original move, so this will be pretty significant for
them,” Hands told The Province Thursday.

On March 31, the castle, which has already been jacked up and supported with 16 steel beams, will be
placed on four dollies and pulled by a semi to its new home. It will eventually be lowered onto a new
foundation.







Former Fantasy Gardens castle finds new home, could become a
daycare facility
BY ALAN CAMPBELL, RICHMOND NEWS JANUARY 21, 2011
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