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Saving 
on parking 
relished

 Colbeck says that the homes will be 
noteworthy, not only for their relative 
affordability and walkable proximity 
to neighbourhood amenities, but also 
because of their “high level of finish-
ing spec.

“We’re trying to bring some urban 
sophistication to a four-storey frame 
building,” he says. “We’ve really raised 
the bar.”

The homes, which will offer resi-
dents access to a fully equipped exer-
cise room and lounge, will be fitted 
with laminate flooring in the main 
living areas and kitchen. 

Those kitchens will be fitted with 
stainless steel appliances, quartz 
countertops and porcelain tile 
backsplashes.

Even the second-floor south-facing 
units will have a decent view across 
Burrard Inlet, to the skyline of down-
town Vancouver.

Buyers have so far cut a demo-
graphic cross-section, including first-
time buyers, empty nesters and what 
Colbeck calls “move-up buyers.”

“It’s all about community,” Colbeck 
says. “That’s what the name is all 
about. We’re in the District of North 
Van. And we’re at the crossing of all 
that’s central.”

Fonagy couldn’t agree more.
“I’ll be saving money by not paying 

for downtown parking, will be able to 
walk around the neighbourhood to get 
everything I need, and be close to my 
favourite hiking trails,” she says.

NEW-HOME PROJECT PROFILE

PHOTOS BY IAN SMITH/PNG

As with the District 
Crossing kitchens, 
quartz will top the 
bathroom counters. 
Big, 12- by 24-inch 
matte tiles will be 
underfoot and on 
bathtub skirts. And 
glazed big tiles will 
cover the tub and 
shower surrounds. 
District Crossing is 
a North Vancouver 
new-home project 
from Qualex-
Landmark. 
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SALES CENTRE & 4 DISPLAY SUITES
162 VICTORY SHIP WAY, NORTH VANCOUVER

EAST ESPLANADE, TURN RIGHT AT ST GEORGES

OPEN DAILY, NOON-5PM

604.983.9065 • WWW.THEPIER.INFO

COME & SEE OUR 4 DELUXE DISPLAY SUITES. At The Atrium, you’ll enjoy access to maid service,
personal trainer, flower delivery, spa service and membership privileges at the Pinnacle Hotel and Lobby
Restaurant. Your home at the Atrium features panoramic views of thewater and city, plus air conditioning and
shared amenities with the Pier Residences at the Pinnacle Hotel, including a swimming pool and gym. You’ll
also be within steps of the freshest produce and seafood at Lonsdale Quay Market.

One bedrooms from $459,900, two bedrooms from $699,900, two bedrooms plus den from $749,900.

Fourmodels, one location.
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DISTRICT CROSSING 
Project location: 1673, 1677, 1679 
Lloyd Avenue, North Vancouver
Project size: 601 sq. ft to 1,160 sq. ft.
Size: 129 1-, 2- and 3-bed homes
Developer: Qualex-Landmark
Architect: Ray Letkeman Architect Ltd.
Interior design: Evoke International 
Design
Price: $306,900 to $559,900 (including 
owner-occupied net HST)
Sales centre: 802 — 1150 Marine Drive 
Hours: noon to 5 p.m., Sat. to Thurs. 
Phone: 604-985-1665
Website: districtcrossing.com.
E-mail: tammy@districtcrossing.com
Occupancy: August 2011

W
hen it comes to living on the 
North Shore, the maxim 
“Build it and they will come” 

may not be as fitting as something else: 
“Build it and they will stay.”

That, at least, is the assessment of 
Chris Colbeck of developer Qualex-
Landmark, which is inserting into the 
District of North Vancouver 129 new 
homes that are so far attracting a pre-
ponderance of buyers who already live 
in the area.

“There’s an old adage — once a North 
Shore-ite, always a North Shore-ite,” 
observes Colbeck, Qualex-Landmark’s 
vice-president of sales and marketing. 
“There’s a huge sense of community. 
People are very loyal to the North 
Shore.”

But too often, because of affordabil-
ity — or the lack of it — staying put 
isn’t an option, says Colbeck, who was 
born and raised in the area.

With District Crossing, however, a 
Qualex-Landmark project at Marine 
Drive and Lloyd Avenue, some locals 
are giving their old neighbourhood 
a good, long-term look. Thirty of the 
homes have been snapped up since 
they went to market a little more than 
a week ago. Some of those purchas-
ers live in Vancouver, Burnaby and 
Coquitlam, but the bulk are North 
Shore residents. 

“The value is very strong,” says Col-
beck of the homes, which will be con-
tained in three four-storey buildings 
with an inner courtyard.

“[We] tried to make this affordable. . 
. . Some people who thought they were 
priced out of the North Shore aren’t,” 
he says. “A lot of people are realizing 
they don’t need to [leave the area.]”

In some cases, however, a home at 
District Crossing will not represent 
a chance to stay in the area, but an 
opportunity to return.   

The proximity to downtown Van-
couver, coupled with the outstanding 
recreational opportunities presented 
by the North Shore, is what attracted 
first-time homebuyer Roxanne Fonagy 
back to the North Shore, where she 
grew up. Now in her 40s and working 
as a paralegal at a downtown law firm, 
Fonagy is a self-described “conserva-
tive investor” who knows the impor-
tance of due diligence in exploring 
her options. “It looks like it’s really a 
buyer’s market out there right now,” 
she says. 

Although she works downtown, Fon-
agy was attracted by how much more 
she could get for her money on the 
North Shore.

Her needs were fairly specific in 
order to accommodate her small dog 
— she wanted a ground-floor unit in a 
three- to four-storey building, some-
where in the range of 750 to 800 

square feet. 
The unit she bought is somewhat 

smaller — a one-bedroom flex unit 
in the 700-square-foot range — but 
feels bigger, thanks to a modern, open 

floor plan, island/stool seating in the 
kitchen, and french doors opening 
onto a spacious deck.

Fonagy also liked the fact that she 
needed to pay only a 10-per-cent 

down payment, and that early pric-
ing included the HST, as well. “When 
I added it up, I was getting a brand-
new condo with all of the new home 
warranties and deluxe décor pack-
ages for not much more than resale 
apartments on the North Shore. The 
developer has been extremely accom-
modating every step of the way,” she 
says. 

Qualex-Landmark, which Colbeck 
describes as a “boutique developer,” 
has tended to specialize in the urban 
highrise. But with District Crossing, 
however, the look and the feeling will 
be what Colbeck says is “a little more 
intimate.”

“We really wanted to have an urban-
village feel to it [and] to create a very 
pedestrian-friendly neighbourhood.”

Though located on a busy street, 
District Crossing channels the best in 
West Coast-style resort architecture, 
with a building envelope designed by 
Raymond Letkeman Architects. The 
project offers a combination of large 
deck space, brick facades, cedar per-
golas and bowers. Each home is well 
protected from the elements, with 
ample overhangs and the newest in 
rain-screen technology, and durable 
HardiePlank exterior siding.

Tenants have already been secured 
for some of the project’s main-level 
retail and commercial spaces — a 
bank, a dentist’s office and a health-
food store — and Colbeck is hopeful 
they may be joined by a coffee shop 
and perhaps a deli, “uses that comple-
ment the owners.”

“It makes for more of an urban, vil-
lage feel,” he says. “You don’t have to 
get into your car to go everywhere.”

CONTINUED ON H14

NEW-HOME PROJECT PROFILE

District Crossing: rainforest and sea
129 homes share District of North Vancouver address — ‘at the crossing of all that’s central’

Laminate will 
cover the floors 
in the District 
Crossing 
reception rooms 
and kitchen. 
The developer 
and designer 
have chosen 
a stainless-
steel kitchen-
appliance 
package 
consisting of a 
Fisher&Paykel 
fridge with 
freezer at 
the bottom, 
a Whirlpool 
30-inch 
electric range, 
a Blomberg 
dishwasher, 
under-the-
cabinetry 
exhaust 
equipment 
from Broan and 
a microwave 
from Panasonic. 
Quartz will top 
the counters, and 
backsplashes will 
be faced with 
porcelain tile.

Posts, beams and 
purlins mark the 
District Crossing 
building at the 
West Coast 
intersection of 
rainforest and 
sea. Raymond 
Letkeman 
is the new-
home project’s 
architect.
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THE STUFF A LEGEND IS MADE OF:

Norgate
Community

School

Capilano Mall

THE WALKABLE PART OF THIS COMMUNITY

30 31 32 19

2928

RESTAURANTS 

1. Pizza Hut

2. Hurricane Grill

3. Taylor’s Crossing Pub

4. Subway

5. Boston Pizza

6. La Mexicana Gourmet foods

7. Grindhouse Café

8. Pemberton Station Pub

9. Corner Café

10. C Lovers Fish and Chips

11. Starbucks

12. Sushi man

13. Kypriaki Taverna

14. Tomahawk BBQ

15. Tim Horton’s 

16. La Cucina

17. Cactus Club 

18. Sweet Basil

19. Ika Sushi

20. Ethical Kitchen

SHOPPING, ETC.
21. Everything Wine

22. Chapters

23. BMO

24. Pemberton Medical Clinic

25. North Shore Liquor Store

26. Save-on Foods

27. Kin’s Farm Market

28. Natural Plus Pet Foods

29. Future Shop

30. Balloonery

31. Kinetic Foot Labs

32. Steed Cycles and Edge Diving

33. Santa Barbara 
 Mexican Furniture

34. Spasia - The Art of 
 Asian Body Care

35. Platinum Beauty Salon

36. Old Tyme Builders

37. Price Smart Foods

FITNESS
38. She Fit

39. Body Harmony Yoga

40. Grant Cornell Tennis Centre

41.

42. Fitness Town

NORTH
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RESTAURANTS 

1. Pizza Hut

2. Hurricane Grill

3. Taylor’s Crossing Pub

4. Subway

5. Boston Pizza

6. La Mexicana Gourmet foods

7. Grindhouse Café

8. Pemberton Station Pub

9. Corner Café

10. C Lovers Fish and Chips

11. Starbucks

12. Sushi man

13. Kypriaki Taverna

14. Tomahawk BBQ

15. Tim Horton’s 

16. La Cucina

17. De Dutch Pannekok House

18. Denny’s 

19. Pho 993

20. Earls 

21. Cactus Club 

22. Sweet Basil 

ESSENTIALS
23. Everything Wine

24. Chapters

25. BMO

26. Pemberton Medical Clinic

27. North Shore Liquor Store

28. Staples

29. Save-on Foods

30. Kin’s Farm Market

31. Price Smart Foods

FITNESS
32. She Fit

33. Body Harmony Yoga

34. Grant Cornell Tennis Centre

35. North Shore fun and �tness

36. Fitness Town

37. Fitness World

CULTURE
38.  Arts Council

39.  Presentation House Theatre

40. Centennial Theatre Centre

41. North Vancouver Museum

42. Empire Theatres

THE STUFF A LEGEND IS MADE OF:
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The Travelers Warranty 
Travelers Guarantee Company of Canada led the way in being the first insurance company to be 
approved by the Financial Institutions Commission to deliver warranty coverage for new homes in 
British Columbia. Travelers Guarantee takes great pride in providing new home buyers with strong 
protection in the warranty coverage pursuant to the Homeowner Protection Act & Regulations.The 
comprehensive 2-5-10 Home Warranty Certificate provides new home buyers with security and peace of 
mind in one of the most significant, and exciting purchases most people make in their lifetime. The 
Travelers Guarantee Warranty provides important protection and coverage to new home buyers both 
before and after buying a new home: 

Material & Labour Warranty 

Year 1 – Any defect in materials and labour 
Year 2 – Defects in materials and labour supplied for: 

1. gas, electrical, plumbing, heating ventilation and air-conditioning delivery and distribution 
systems; 

2. exterior cladding, caulking, windows and doors that may lead to detachment or material damage 
to the new home; 

3. coverage for any defects in materials and labour rendering the new home unfit to live in; and 
4. subject to Subsection A.1.2., coverage for non-compliance or a violation of the building code 

5 Year Building Envelope Warranty 

Coverage for the building envelope for up to five years for defects in the building envelope of a new 
home, including a defect which permits unintended water penetration such that it causes, or is likely to 
cause, material damage to the new home. 

10 Year Structural Defects Warranty 

Coverage for structural defects for up to ten years for: 

1. any defect in materials and labour that results in the failure of a load bearing part of the new 
home; and 

2. any defect which causes structural damage that materially and adversely affects the use of the new 
home for residential occupancy. 

Note: For complete warranty coverage information, please refer to the 2-5-10 Home Warranty 
Certificate. 
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